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Barn owls in a nest box at a local farm. Photo taken by Alistair Cruickshank 12-11-11. 
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Foveran Community Council 
IT’S CHRISTMAS AGAIN AND TIME TO SAY THANK YOU! 

 

 
 

Newburgh Christmas Lights 
The lights are only possible because of the generosity of the sponsors – Stuart Mitchell, Martin McKenzie, Mrs 

Dawkins, Keith Watson, Roger Rushton, the Ythan Hotel, Anne Massie, Trish Millet, and the Community 

Council itself. All deserve thanks but I would like to make a special mention of Anne Massie who has recently 

sponsored two lights and Trish Millet who has also sponsored two in memory of her grandson, which I find 

very moving. 

 

The putter-uppers and taker-downers, Keith Watson and Martin McKenzie must also be thanked. As well as 

sponsoring lights, they give up their time and get the equipment to cheer us up for the festive season. 

 

Finally, there is the Tree, which should arrive at the end of November. Jim Warrender finds the muscle to put 

it up and Frank Sheldon carries out mysterious operations in the porch of Holyrood Chapel to hook up the 

electricity. Thanks to all involved. 

 

Newsletter 

We are exceptionally lucky to have a quarterly Newsletter and we are also exceptionally lucky to have such a 

dedicated team to make it possible. It is all thanks to the editor Janet Jones, the advertising team Margot 

Wright and Megan Jorro and the kind people who give of their time to get it through your letter box. 

 

To show that the Community Council are not complete fuddyduddys, Adrian Tuckwell is working on getting 

us on the web and you may well be able to read this edition of the Newsletter online. Wonders will never 

cease! 

 

Newburgh Development 
A great deal of thought went into designing the questionnaire which arrived through your door some weeks 

ago but the results were worth it. 530 or so went out and 300 replies were collected. This is an incredibly high 

return and we are very grateful to all those who took the time and trouble to complete it. Even more gratifying 

is the very large number of people (over 200) who expressed interest in forming action groups or in helping 

out in practical ways. 

 

The final event to help define priorities was the World Café in the Ythan Hotel. The results from that event 

will be combined with the detailed analysis of the answers in the questionnaires to provide the basis for an 

action plan. With this level of support, all kinds of improvements suddenly seem not only possible but highly 

probable. 

 

In these circumstances, Newburgh owes a great debt to the Development Team – Annette Holland, Jackie Burr 

and Lisa Hofford. 
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The Gallowshill Project 
The aim of this project is to provide community changing rooms and a small meeting room to service the 

football pitch and the multi-purpose court. The latter has been grossly underused and, now that we have a 

football team playing in a league, we need facilities which meet the requirements of the Scottish Amateur 

Football Association. The changing rooms will dramatically improve the possibilities for leisure and 

recreational activities in Newburgh and the surrounding area. 

 

The project is costed at over £200,000.00 The funding is in place except for a shortfall of £20,000.00 and the 

initiatives are underway to plug this gap. Planning permission has been obtained and we are at the building 

warrant stage. All being well, construction should start at the beginning of March 2012. 

 

The wind Turbine Sub-Committee 

After a tedious journey through all the red tape, the official launch of this committee will be held on December 

5th at 7.30pm in Udny Station Community Hall after which applications for grants will be welcomed. Only that 

part of our parish inland from the A90 will benefit from this scheme which should have an income of 

£11.000.00 per annum – a nice Christmas present for Foveran village, Cultercullen and Udny Station. 

 

Planning Matters 
The one to look out for insofar as Planning is concerned will be the publication of the approved and finalised 

Aberdeenshire Local Plan in January. This will finally let us know what the next five years hold in store for us, 

most importantly, for most people, how much land has been allocated for new housing. We already have a fair 

inkling from the Draft Plan but all will now be confirmed and we can expect bids from developers to follow. 

Do remember that for major developments, developers have to call public meetings which give an 

opportunity for opinions to be voiced but their aim must fundamentally be to sell the developers’ projects. 

They do not necessarily represent the Community Council’s views nor those of Aberdeenshire Council as 

many people sometimes think. 

 
 

Merry Christmas 

Newburgh’s lights should go up on the 25th of November and the Christmas tree should arrive at the end of 

November or the beginning of December. 

 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all of us. 
 

Duncan Milne 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

 

j.jones110@btinternet.com 

 

Thank you to everyone who sent in articles for this edition. And thanks too for getting them to me before the 

cut-off date. It makes everything so much easier. 

 

May I have your contributions for the next newsletter by the 15
th

 of February 2012 please. You can email them 

to me at the address above or send them by post to:  

Mrs Janet Jones 

South Minnes 

Newburgh 

Ellon. AB41 6BB. Tel: 01358 742304 

 

If you would like to advertise, please contact: 

Miss Margot Wright 

69 Main Street 

Newburgh. 

Ellon. 

AB41 6BL 

Tel. 01358 789011 

m.m.wright@abdn.ac.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:j.jones110@btinternet.com
mailto:m.m.wright@abdn.ac.uk
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NEWBURGH 
 

Newburgh Childminders Win National Award 

 
We are delighted to share the news that for the 3rd year in a row we won ‘Best Childminding Group Scotland’ 

at the Scottish Childminding Associations Annual Conference in Edinburgh. The combination of the award, 

meeting other childminders and the quality workshops on offer at the SCMA’s Conference meant we have 

come back full of enthusiasm. We are also delighted to welcome 3 new members to our group who are already 

proving valuable additions.  

 

 
 

We held a Halloween Party for our pre-school children where we had a Spooky lunch, played lots of games 

and did some Firework craft.  

 

 
We will as usual be out and about helping at various community Christmas events as well as having our own 

Christmas Party for all our children. 
 

Wishing all readers a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Kirsty MacRae 

Newburgh Childminders 
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Newburgh WRI 
The first meeting after the summer recess was indeed ‘dead’ interesting. Dr. Martyn Gorman’s talk on 

kirkyards and cemeteries was well researched. We learned about the different types of burial and whether the 

body was placed in a coffin or merely wrapped in a shroud. We heard about the single use coffin or the multi-

use one which had a hinged bottom. The lucrative trade in body snatching and various types of watch-houses 

were discussed. Dr. Gorman’s eloquent talk was informative and interesting and his enthusiasm for the 

subject was plainly evident. 

The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning in aid of The Macmillan Charity was supported by members on 30th 

September. Apart from tea/coffee scones and pancakes, there was a sales table of home bakes and produce. 

The sum of £525 was raised and thanks go to all who participated. 

 

Mrs. Claire Rennie travelled from her home near Fraserburgh to entertain us in October. Mrs. Rennie runs the 

chocolate company, Berry Scrumptious. The background, production and distribution of the goods were 

explained. Members were delighted to sample the chocolate which contains freeze dried berries. Some 

varieties have added ingredients such as black pepper. Goods were also available for purchase. Mrs. Rennie is 

an accomplished speaker and her talk included her farming background and some amusing tales.     

 

Newburgh WRI is fortunate to have many talented members. Several ladies have a special interest in card 

making and offered to teach the less talented to make a Christmas card. This was the format for the November 

meeting and proved to be a fun night. Members were randomly selected to a specific table. Materials were 

provided and an expert went through the procedure step by step. Each table created a different style of card. 

Much noise and laughter was heard. At the end of the evening each member proudly took home their own 

special creation.   

 

The December meeting is a Taste and Try. Members will bring along produce for the others to sample and will 

provide the recipe. Entertainment will be in-house with Sing, Say, Play or Pay. Hidden talents will be revealed 

by some and those who wish to hide their light under a bushel will be required to pay a small forfeit. Yet 

again an evening of fun and laughter is guaranteed.  
 

Kate Duncan. Press Secretary. 

 

http://www.free-clip-art-images.net/christmas-clip-art/snowman1.gif


 12 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 13 

 
Registered Charity # SC006790 Newburgh Playgroup 

Newburgh Playgroup, Rising 5’s and 2’s Group 

We are a Registered Charity 

 

 

Newburgh playgroup children have all settled well into the 3 Groups and we are welcoming more children to 

playgroup and 2’s Group on a regular basis.  We aim to provide learning opportunities for children in a safe, 

fun and happy environment. We cater for children aged 2 up to 5, in the very important years before they 

enter school. We pride ourselves in the dedication of our staff, our purpose built and well-equipped premises, 

and the nurturing environment that we provide. The children are able to play and learn alongside other 

children their own age in small groups in a supportive environment with a very good ratio of qualified and 

experienced staff to children. 

 

Our session times are: 

 

  2’s group Tuesday & Thursday 2.30 - 4.00 pm; 

  Playgroup Monday, Wednesday & Friday 1.00 – 3.30 pm, and 

    Tuesday & Thursday 11.30 am – 2.00 pm; 

  Rising 5’s Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.15 – 11.45 am, and 

    Tuesday & Thursday 8.45 – 11.15 am 
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Our themes this term are Looking after ourselves, and Autumn and the environment. We have organised 

trips, visits and learning opportunities around these themes.  Rising 5’s enjoyed a trip to Haddo country park 

and the local Fire Station, both of which were fantastic, fun filled learning experiences. We also enjoyed a visit 

from the Ambulance Service during which our Playgroup and Rising 5’s children were given a talk and shown 

around the ambulance and some of the equipment (you may have heard their enthusiastic use of the siren!). 

We have also had a visit from the Dental Nurse which has helped to reinforce the message of looking after our 

teeth and gums. Thank you so much to everyone who has contributed to these experiences, our children love 

these ‘hands on’ learning opportunities. 

 

Our recent shopping night went really well - thanks to our very organised fundraisers, all the stall holders, 

the Ythan Hotel for hosting the event, and all who attended and parted with their pennies in exchange for 

lovely items and a very worthy cause. We will be holding our annual Christmas fair on the 3rd December from 

1.00 pm – 3.00 pm, in the village hall, please attend if you can. We will have Santa in attendance, lots of fun 

stalls, a puppet show, and refreshments.  

 

As you all know, our playgroup relies heavily on funds generated by fundraising activities, to purchase 

equipment, materials and take the children out on trips.  We wouldn’t be able to enjoy such lovely facilities if 

it weren’t for the hard work of our fundraisers and the support we receive from our Community, so thank you 

all! 

 

 

We have been holding ‘stay and play’ sessions for parents/carers so that they can see how their children spend 

their time with us. These have been very successful and we plan to hold them on a regular basis. We will also 

be holding an Open Evening on the 28th November from 7.00 – 9.00 pm at the playgroup premises. Please 

come along if you can, we will have staff on hand to answer any queries, displays of the childrens’ work, and 

information about what we do. Refreshments will also be provided. If you would like to find out more about 

our service but cannot make it or have missed the Open Evening please contact us on Tel: 01358 789461 and 

we will be delighted to answer your questions and give you more information. 

 

Forthcoming Events 

Open Evening, Monday 28th November 2011, 7.00 – 9.00 pm in playgroup premises, 63a Main Street; 

Christmas Fair, Saturday 3rd December 2011, 1.00 – 3.00 pm, in the village hall 

 

Should you require any further information please telephone the playgroup (01358 789461) or contact us on e-

mail (newburgh.playgroup@ymail.com). 

 

We look forward to seeing you soon, and would like to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas, and a Happy 

New Year!  

 

Newburgh Playgroup Staff and Committee 

 

 

 

 
NEWBURGH RISING 5’S 

PLAYGROUP AND 2’S GROUP 
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First Class at Newburgh Post Office 
 

Many in Newburgh will have already noticed that the running of the village’s Post Office has changed hands. 

Lisa Hofford and Liz Turrell have teamed up to run it together. Lisa and Liz are both mother’s of young 

children, and met through Newburgh mother and toddlers. When Emma, who last ran the Post Office 

following on from  Morag before her, decided to move on to new challenges, Lisa and Liz did not want to see 

the facility disappear from the village, and also wanted a new challenge themselves, as well as running busy 

homes! They have formed a new business partnership, First Class, and have taken on the running of our Post 

Office, and small shop, sharing the duties. 

 

After a quick spring clean and freshen up with paint brushes in hand, Liz and Lisa had to learn about the 

many different services the Post Office offers. These include a surprising number of services you probably did 

not know that you could get from our local “postie”. Services include the withdrawal of cash using your debit 

card, depositing cash into your bank account, paying electricity and gas bills, topping up your mobile phone, 

paying car tax, sending flowers for a special occasion, getting foreign currency for a holiday (but you must 

pre-order it!), and many sorts of insurance including travel, home and car insurance. That’s all on top of the 

normal postal services on offer. Just pop in at any time the Post Office is open and Lisa or Liz will give you 

advice on what services are on offer and how you can use them.  
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Liz and Lisa have set new opening times for the Post Office. These are 9:15am to 1:45pm every weekday, and 

10:00am to 12:30pm on Saturday. They also run an “outreach” Post office service in the village hall in 

Collieston each Tuesday, from 9:30am to 12 noon. 

 

As for the shop side of the business, Liz and Lisa have decided to focus on Fair-trade goods and gifts, 

including a range of chocolates and biscuits that would make ideal Christmas gifts, and have a range of Fair-

trade incense at the moment. They have a wide selection of both birthday and Christmas cards, books and 

small toys to keep the little ones occupied, as well as stationary, including the all important bubble wrap for 

Ebayers! They also plan to have a different “guest artist” each month or so, who will be able to display their 

products in the window display area for sale (so if you are a local artist or you make craft goods for sale and 

are interested in this offer, please get in touch). 

 

The Notice Board in the entrance hall will also still be a focal point for local news and services on offer by all 

different types of trades. 

 

Liz and Lisa say that their aim is to run an efficient and friendly Post Office providing Newburgh, Collieston 

and the surrounding area with a useful community service, and a range of fair-trade goods, gifts, greetings 

cards, toys and stationary. They would like to thank all their customers for being very patient as they learnt 

the business, and they hope to be fully up to speed for the busy Christmas period ahead!  

 

Christmas deadlines for postage this year are available from the Post Office or can be found at 

www.royalmail.com/greetings.  
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Newburgh on Ythan Golf Club 

 

Nothing much to do with the golf club, apart from its future role as a mascot, but I spoke last time about 

Norbit our rescued swallow. Well, on the day a bigger cage was being taken in through the patio doors, he 

flew through the gap to freedom. He was last seen in the air with a group of other swallows for about an hour 

then they all went. With the prospect of a Newburgh winter - or the alternative being South Africa - we guess 

that is where he is off to.  

My two years as Captain are rapidly coming to a close with our AGM on the 23rd November. I am delighted 

to report that after depreciation we have produced a profit of £579. Thanks must go to our Treasurer Alex 

Taylor for his stewardship and Donald Webster and my wife Colleen for the voluntary hours they have put in 

behind the bar. We should also realise more savings over this winter with the reduction now of green keeping 

staff.  

I am aware there has been complaints about the condition of the course this year but have been told by others 

that other clubs have suffered as well due to a second harsh winter. 

 Our Prize Giving Night is the 3rd of December and in the last few weeks we had a Physic Evening and a 

dinner and disco. I will be taking the role as Social Convenor for at least the next year doing what I have been 

doing anyway. As well as the regular Bingo and Winter Bowls, I am hoping to start monthly quiz nights and 

also start up the weekly music sessions that used to happen in Briggies. One member has said he will try some 

of his friends in local bands to come along and perform. By the time this letter is out we should have had our 

first taste of Night Time Golf. This starts on Friday 18th November is played over 5 holes with a meal 

afterwards. We are almost certain now to have Bring a Party to a Party on Saturday 17th December and we 

have the Children's Christmas party the following afternoon. We have started selling tickets also for our 

Hogmany party at £5 each for the disco only or £15 inclusive of a 2 course carvery. Our Winter League started 

a couple of weeks ago and, having listened to some complaints, we have lengthened the Winter Course and 

will, as we normally do, try to play on summer greens whenever there is no frost. We also plan to have a 

couple of working parties to tidy up the clubhouse area which is looking a bit scruffy and also to remove some 

more gorse - probably targeting the 12th hole initially where it is a narrow tunnel from the medal tee and 

made more difficult into a headwind. 

 I am looking forward to becoming a senior in 5 years time as they are a section of the club that appears to be 

going from strength to strength culminating in their House of Commons Trophy triumph this year.  

I would like to thank everyone who has helped me in the last two years - even if it was just with advice and to 

wish the future Captain and committee of which I will still be part of all the best for the future.  

With there being a recession, it has been a difficult last two years and frustrating in some ways for not being 

able to do all we would like but I feel the worst is now behind us.  

We have a Junior Convenor lined up for next year with a few helpers so far so it is all fairly encouraging. I 

have always enjoyed meeting new people and what I will take away from the last two years is the many new 

friends I have made.  

Graham Lorrimer. 
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CULTERCULLEN & UDNY STATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hill of Fiddes Community Fund 

is a sub-committee of Foveran 

Community Council and 

incorporates various local groups 

from within the area to disburse 

funds received by Broadview 

Energy Ltd. to causes beneficial to 

the local community. 

Hill of Fiddes 
Community Fund 
Launch Event 

December 5th 
at 7:30 P.M. 
Udny Station 
community hall 
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CULTERCULLEN S.W.R.I. 
 

The October meeting took place in Udny Station Community Centre and Mrs Barbara Reid presided. She 

welcomed Mr John Sorrie and his sister Chloe Ogg and they showed a film about Ola Oils. It was very 

interesting hearing about how they produce the oils and how they moved on to other products. They had a 

great selection of goods with them for sale. 

 

After a lovely tea provided by Liz Webster, they judged the competitions, then the raffle was done. After 

dealing with the business, Barbara wished everyone a safe journey home. 

 

Flower of the Month 

1st Muriel Milne 

2nd Margaret Fraser 

3rd Eunice Middler 

 

Decorated Flower Pot 

1st Margaret Fraser 

2nd Moreen Alexander 

 

Two Banana Muffins 

1st Carol Hay 

2nd Moreen Alexander 

3rd Muriel Milne 

 

The November meeting took place in the Udny Station Community Centre and Mrs B. Reid presided. The 

evening was our Fund Raising Quiz and we had 13 tables. 

 

Mrs Muriel Milne was the quiz master, assisted by Mrs Sheila Johnston. It was a very enjoyable evening and 

all the members provided a lovely tea. 

 

The raffle was drawn at the end of the evening and Mrs B. Reid thanked everyone and wished everyone a safe 

journey home. 

 

The winners of the Quiz were: 

1st ‘Premiere’  Newburgh W.R.I. 

2nd ‘The Neeps’  Collieston/Slains 

3rd ‘No Life on Mars’ AucheldYthanbank 

Booby ‘The Ramblers’  Newmachar W.R.I. 

Competition Results: 

 

Flower of the Month 

1st Moreen Alexander 

2nd Muriel Milne 

3rd Eunice Middler 

 

The S.W.R.I. meets at 7.30p.m. in Udny Station Community Centre. The next meetings are listed below. If you 

would like to come along and join our group – or come to a particular meeting – you will be made most 

welcome. 

Please contact the following with any queries: 
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Mrs Barbara Reid (President) 01651 842708 

Mrs Muriel Milne (Secretary) 01651 842967 

 

December 13th 2011: 

Birthday Party & Taste and Try 

 

January 10th 2011: 

Talk on China – Forbidden City 

By Anne Shepherd 

 

February 14th 2012 

Talk on Graveyards of Aberdeenshire by Dr. Martyn Gorman 

 

March 13th 2012 

Talk on Buttons by Martha Brown 

 

April 10th 2012 

A.G. M. 

 

May 8th 2012 

Outing to Dab Hands ( of Formartine Aberdeen) 

 

June 2012  

Annual Outing (to be arranged) 

 

 
 

Formartine in Bloom 
 

 
Barbara & George Reid. 
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At a ceremony in  October in Meldrum Academy, Udny Station were awarded First prize for the second year 

running for the Small Community section of the Formartine in Bloom Competition. George and Barbara Reid 

are to be heartily congratulated and thanked for orchestrating the planning and hard work which has once 

again gone into preparing the village for the event. 

This year they were ably assisted by Alice Davis and Bob Dunbar. 
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TOO MUCH OF A GOOD THING 
I can’t believe how many yellow plants there are!! Actually I do know there are many; it’s just that I tend to 

avoid them. Don’t get me wrong, I am not totally anti yellow - I don’t have a problem with the spring time 

splash of yellow daffodils, primroses, cowslips etc. and I like golden foliage but I draw the line when 

everything is yellow! 

 

 
Rowan leaves and berries 

I was thrilled to see the one tree in the garden was a Rowan – as all gardens should have one – if only to keep 

the witches at bay, but I was so disappointed to find it with yellow berries instead of the lovely red. I found a 

Buddleia tucked into a corner, but not the lovely purple, pink or white variety, I have the only one species of 

orange!! There is a beautiful huge, happy tree peony that was covered in flowers in May when I got here – 

you’ve guessed it – yellow. There is a smashing red variety. Potentillas and Helianthemums (rock rose) come 

in red, white or pink, but I have orange ones and yellow ones, and they are inter mingled with the sulphur 

yellow flowers of a little creeping Euphorbia. Creeping being the operative word, it’s everywhere, as are 

several varieties of sedums, that have been left to seed everywhere, and guess what, they have yellow flowers! 

 

 I think the previous owners had a thing for yellow and orange, so having cleared the house of orange and 

terracotta; I am now on a mission to de-yellowfy the garden. 

 

 I’m not going to dig out all the yellow plants, although the yellow brooms have gone, as they were so big 

through lack of pruning that they were beyond salvage. I have been pruning all the outward growing shoots 

from the Pyracantha growing on the garage wall – it now boasts yellow berries, and I seem to have an orange 

berried one on the garden fence. There is a rampant golden hop on the pergola that will be cut near to the 

ground in the spring to allow it to grow beautiful new golden foliage next year. I have been ruthless with a 

spring flowering Kerria Japonica, although I’m not sure if it will ultimately stay, and the golden Philidelphus 

has had a summer prune. 
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Golden Philidelphus 

There are a large number of yellow daisy shaped flowers – one of the first to flower is Doronicum, then we 

move on to a collection of summer flowering yellow daisies – Anthemis, annual Chrysanthemum coronarium, 

Coreopsis, Gaillardia, Helenium, Heliopsis, Inula, Ligularia dentata through to autumn flowering Rudbeckia. 

Most of which I had growing here scattered randomly, I have managed to lift and split the one yellow and one 

orange Helenium and one pale yellow  Anthemis and moved them so they are now in a block beside the 

yellow Rudbeckia. They are in front of a Berberis which has turned a lovely orange autumn colour, so I have a 

yellow corner. I have dug out yellow Achillea and Solidago (golden rod) as they are not one of my favourites, 

but the orange Hemercallis (day lilies) have been allowed to stay, as have the yellow ‘red hot pokers’!! 

 

 The other mass dig out has been a bed that had been completely over run with Euphorbia griffithii. It’s quite 

an architectural, attractive plant with orange bracts as flowers, but a thug in the plant world and a real mission 

to dig out. I don’t think I will have managed to get all the roots out, so only time will tell, if they grow again 

next year I will have to tackle it again. The yellow Lupins have gone, but I have planted orange and yellow 

candelabra Primulas in the damp ground where they were. 

 

Having been on a clearing mission I am now on a soil improvement mission. Whilst doing all this digging I 

have been disappointed in the lack of worms I have found, and I’ve realised that the soil, although good is 

very lacking in organic matter. I discovered that the local recycling centre has a skip of compost that one is 

allowed to take a couple of bags a visit, for free. It’s wonderful stuff and is already making a huge difference to 

the soil structure. 

 

I am so looking forward to gathering some of my treasured plants from friends’ gardens and introducing a 

more varied colour palette. There are so many wonderful plants out there - and they don’t have to be yellow!    

 

 Happy Gardening! 

Lesley Barnett. 
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Wintering Ducks on the Ythan 
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Like the waders described in the September article, ducks also utilise the good feeding on the Ythan 

to their advantage. Though the Eider is the most conspicuous, there are a number of other duck 

species on the estuary during winter. Some of these ducks form large flocks, while others may be 

seen only as singles or small groups. This article covers some of the more common species. 

Most visitors to the Ythan will be familiar with the Common Eider.  

 
Female Eider 

 
Male Eider 

The females of the species are various shades of drab brown, while the males are resplendent with 

their black and white body and wings, light green neck, black cap, and salmon pink breast. If 

disturbed, these large ducks are usually reluctant to fly off, preferring to waddle into the water and 

swim away slowly. This pedestrian movement belies the fact that they are among the fastest flying 

birds of the world.  

The Eider feeds mainly on the mussels, snatched from the river bottom at low tide, when the depth of 

the water allows easier diving. Whilst the tide is fully in, the Eider tend to roost on the beach at the 

river’s edge, especially near the mouth, or in the bay north of the Inches. 

Eider ducks are resident on the Ythan all year round, though their numbers vary greatly. In winter 

totals are reduced when many birds move away to moult after the breeding season. This movement 

is usually quite short, with the Montrose Basin being a favoured moulting site. 

During the winter months, displaying males can be seen mobbing females. Each male trying to outdo 

his neighbour in order to attract a mate. 

Returning to the estuary during November and December is the Wigeon. These ducks mainly breed 

in Scandinavia and northern Russia, though some breed in the Scottish highlands, including upper 

Deeside. 
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Female Wigeon 

 
Male Wigeon 

Females of the species have a rufous-brown plumage with darker brown wings and a white belly. 

This belly is only visible when out of the water or during flight. The male, like many other ducks, is 

more colourful than the female. It has a grey body and wings, a pinkish breast and a brown head 

with a prominent creamy-yellow forehead. 

The Wigeon congregate mainly around Inch Geck and the Snub areas, but smaller parties can be seen 

all along the estuary, from the Ythan mouth right up to Logie Buchan. These ducks usually swim in 

pairs, even within their flocks. The highest concentrations of Wigeon can be seen during January 

when up to one thousand use the river. Feeding entirely on vegetable matter, the Wigeon spends 

most of its time out or the water, grazing on the grass and other plants near the river. At other times 

it will feed on aquatic material, but rarely will it immerse its head, preferring to pick food from the 

surface. 

Unlike the Wigeon, the Red-breasted Merganser tends to spend most of its time on or under the 

water. The Merganser is the sea-going cousin of the Goosander and the females of both species are 

very similar. The Merganser is a slim duck with a punk haircut. The male has a black head and back, 

a white throat and white sides. Its long, straight, red bill is also common to the female, which has a 

brown/red head and a grey body. 

 
Female Merganser 
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The Merganser feeds on small fish, which it initially spots by swimming with its head submerged. It 

will then dive to catch its prey with its serrated bill. You may see one of these ducks struggling with 

a flat fish, manoeuvring it, trying to find a way of swallowing it whole. You may also see some of the 

smaller gulls harassing a Merganser that has just caught a fish; the gulls trying to force the duck into 

surrendering its food that they can then steal. 

Mergansers can usually be seen on the deeper parts of the river, normally downstream of Waterside 

Bridge, but they may also be noted near Inch Geck. They are often in small groups of between two 

and ten birds. If they are fishing, they can be difficult to see as they spend more time under the water 

than they do above. The total number of Mergansers on the Ythan is always small with a maximum 

of fifty birds being counted along the whole length of the estuary. 

The Mallard is the commonest duck in the United Kingdom and can be found anywhere along the 

Ythan. However, numbers vary throughout the year. For instance, during surveys conducted on the 

estuary in 2010, only tens of Mallard were seen during spring, but over one thousand were recorded 

in December. This high figure reflected the extreme weather conditions experienced at that time. 

Small bodies of water froze, thus forcing the ducks to move to the larger, more open water of the 

estuary. 

Mallards tend to stick to shallow water and can therefore be seen at the edges of the river, usually on 

the upper reaches. Some also hang around the mouth of the Foveran Burn where “domesticated” 

birds enjoy the regular food provided by humans. 

The brightest of all ducks on the estuary is the Common Shelduck. This large black, white and 

brown bird spends much of its time on the mud flats, sieving through the mud with its bold red bill. 

Both male and female have a similar plumage. As these ducks nest in burrows, there is no need for 

the female to be camouflaged as in other duck species.   Although they are big, it can still be difficult 

to locate these ducks as they are often seen at a distance from the observer. Their predominantly 

white colour may also cause them to be confused with some of the gulls that occupy the estuary. The 

Shelduck keeps to its mate but maintains a distance from its colleague and therefore pairs can be seen 

spread out on the tidal areas near the golf course and especially around Inch Geck. 

Like other ducks, numbers increase again through winter after most have left the estuary in autumn 

to molt. Maximum numbers peak at around two hundred and fifty during March, before reducing 

again as pairs of birds leave the estuary to breed. 

It is clear the Ythan estuary is an important feeding area for many birds, especially during winter. As 

the pressure on open spaces becomes ever greater, we need to ensure places such as the Ythan and 

their wildlife are protected. But you also need to get out and enjoy the space and the birds.....it’s still 

FREE . 

Moray Souter                                 
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Newburgh, James McBey and Cutty Sark Whisky 

Charles Catto 

 

 

William Gillespie came to Newmill smiddy near Newburgh in 1843 to take over the blacksmith’s shop from a 

John McConachie. He was a young man of 23 years, and was obviously a man of outstanding talent since he 

was young to be in business on his own behalf. Prior to that, he served an apprenticeship in a blacksmiths 

shop at Mid Street, Aberchirder. In the 1851 census he was declared as a married man with a wife Mary and 

children William 4 and Jean 2. His brother John Gillespie was employed also as a blacksmith.  

 

As time moved on, the family expanded to include Alexander, John, James, Mary, Ann and George. The 

business also expanded, two employees being listed by 1886-7. Of course, by this time William may have been 

doing less work since a blacksmith’s work was hard physical labour, not only repairing machinery for the 

local farmers, but also shoeing horses, and possibly modifying or manufacturing machinery as well.  

By 1883, his family had been reduced to his two surviving daughters and his son George who was also 

training as a blacksmith. William and Alexander had left home, and unfortunately two sons, James and John, 

and also a daughter Mary had died at 15, 17 and 15 respectively, all within an eighteen month period. 

 

Some time after 1861 the family of Alexander McBey, a horse dealer and farmer, moved from the Echt area to 

the farm of Mains of Foveran.  Alexander McBey and his wife Martha had a son James. In the 1871 census 

James is aged 17 years. Mains of Foveran is situated a small distance to the south of the Foveran House 

policies, and about the same distance from the smiddy. No doubt the farmer and horse dealer Mr McBey had 

used the services of the local smiddy. No doubt his son, James, would have been detailed to take horse or 

implements to the blacksmith for work to be carried out.  

 

As likely as not he met the blacksmith’s daughters as well. Unfortunately or fortunately, depending on your 

point of view, a liaison between James and Annie resulted in a son named James, born December 23 1883. For 

whatever reason, no marriage took place.  James took his father’s name and was brought up in the early part 

of his life in his grandfather’s house adjacent to the smiddy.  There was some strife between Mr Gillespie and 

his daughter but it appears that the boy was well enough liked by his grandfather, if not by his mother.  

 

When the young James was four years old in 1888, his grandfather died at the age of about sixty-eight. This 

caused major changes in James’ life.  Along with his mother, grandmother and his mother’s sister Jane they 

moved to a tenement house in Newburgh.   The smiddy was taken over by William Gillespie’s youngest son 

George and his family move into the house attached to the smiddy. 

 

By this time, the McBey family of Mains of Foveran had moved on. James McBey (father) had moved from the 

area to take a farm near Woldingham in Surrey.  

 

The young James went to school in Newburgh, learning, as he put it, “the intricacies of Latin” and was also 

questioned on the Shorter Catechism which was an extreme test of memorised religion. He left school at the 

age of fourteen or fifteen to take a job in the North of Scotland Bank Ltd in Aberdeen. His banking career 

started on March 15, 1899.  

 

James had had an early interest in art and drawing, having won a prize of 2/6 (12½p) at an annual flower 

show held in the Newburgh Public Hall.  He had had some encouragement from a Nellie Mackenzie, as he put 

it, “a prosperous farmer’s daughter who lived across the burn from the church”. He also got inspiration from a 

weekly periodical called the Boys Own Paper. 

 

Shortly after he started work in the bank his mother and grandmother moved to set up home in Union Grove, 

Aberdeen.  
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By this time James had developed his art in his spare time by using the facilities of the Aberdeen City library 

and by also starting lessons at Gray’s art School. However, these did not seem to last for any length of time. 

He also took tuition from John A Hay but Mr Hay considered him already too good to be taught by him and 

returned his fee.   

 

His early attempts at compressing his etchings were achieved using a hand cranked washing mangle, this 

being the final process in making an etched print, the mangle was kept in the basement of the tenement 

building in Union Grove. James eventually built his own press by using material bought in a local scrap yard, 

with the aid of his Uncle George who had now moved to Aberdeen and rented a blacksmith’s shop in the near 

vicinity of Union Grove.  This small press was an excellent piece of machinery which could be stored on top of 

a bookshelf. His mother was given dire warnings not to touch it. It would appear that James was not well 

loved or liked by his mother there being little finer feelings between the two and he was certainly not 

encouraged in his artistic career. Having a good career in the bank, with more prospects, was uppermost in his 

mother’s mind.    

 

In December 1906 James’ mother died at the age of 45 by her own hand with a probable underlying cause of 

depression. James by now 22 was alone with his grandmother of 87. He had to make all necessary 

arrangements for the funeral and also with the police in an effort to keep the cause of death from the public.  

James had read that suicides were denied burial in consecrated ground hence his reason to keep the cause of 

death quiet.  

 

By dint of hard work, his banking career progressed as did his artwork and slowly, over the years, his talent 

was recognised. Finally in 1910, he left the banking profession to become a working artist. He immediately set 

off on a trip to Holland. There he immersed himself in the local scenery and returned to Scotland in September 

with “a score of small oil paintings and two sketch books filled with my pen drawings.”  

 

However, realising there was limited scope for making a living by showing his work in Scotland, he set off for 

London in May 1911. In July of that year he visited Spain returning to London in September.  He exhibited at 

the gallery of Goupil & Co. in London and by December sixth they had sold some seventy seven of his prints. 

The critics were kind to him although the Royal Academy and the Royal Society of Painters-Etchers and 

Engravers rejected his work on his application for membership.  He was to turn his back on both societies 

when future invitations were given. 

 

In 1912 he went on a trip to Morocco. This was a life changing event. He fell in love with the country and this 

love remained with him for the rest of his life. He eventually purchased a home there  

 

On the death of his grandmother at the age of 95 in November 1915 he returned to Newburgh to attend her 

funeral. The family gravestone can be seen just to the right of the Kirk yard entrance on the south side of the 

gate. He stated that she was the only friend he ever had. 

 

Because of his poor eye sight, he was rejected several times for service during the First World War but, in 

January 1916, was commissioned as a second Lieutenant and worked with the Army Printing and Stationary 

Services at Boulogne.  Sketching was against regulations, but nevertheless he managed to carry out some 

sketches showing the tragedy of war. 

 

 Later he was recommended as an official war artist. He travelled to Egypt in May 1917 returning to Britain in 

1919. His work, took him to various areas of the Middle East, which included painting portraits of King Feisal, 

T E Lawrence and much more, all of which brought him recognition and fame.  Many of these drawings can 

be seen in the Imperial War Museum in London. 
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Of course fame brings a person to the notice of those who appreciate the artists work, and so it was that in 

1923 he met Francis Berry and Hugh Rudd of the Vintners, Berry Brothers & Co. This company was about to 

market In the United States what they described as “a very fine whisky”. Over lunch a discussion was held in 

which James McBey suggested the name Cutty Sark insisting also in it being Scots whisky and not Scotch as is 

the normal description.  McBey also volunteered to design the label although the current drawing is credited 

to the Swedish artist Carl Georg August Wallin. His drawing has been used since about 1955.  

 

Some of McBey’s work is displayed in Aberdeen Art Gallery in a room dedicated, although not exclusively so, 

to his work. This is due in the main to the generosity of his wife Marguerita Loeb who donated much of his 

work, library and drawing instruments to the art gallery following his death in 1959. Other pieces are to be 

seen in London and various art galleries of the United States. 

 

Ref: The Early Life of James McBey – An Autobiography 1883-1911 

       Census Records 

       Various web sources 

 

 

 

 
James McBey (1883 – 1959) 
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A Walk on the Wildside 
So, here we are at the end of another twelve months and a further four editions of the Fov News. I trust that 

you are all up to speed with clootie dumplings and black bun, they need at least a month to sort of um well 

‘mature’! Gloom and despondency is settling over Foveran as the daylight decreases, the chill increases and 

you are stuck for ideas of what to buy for Auntie Doris! No, forget all that and get out and about as there is 

still plenty to enjoy in the natural world outside the back door. 

 

With a lot of our native trees baring all and showing only their birthday suits it is a good time to try your luck 

at identification. Yes we do have trees and native species at that in and around Foveran and I find it very sad 

that most folk do not know their ash from their elder. Sad indeed that we appear to have become so 

sophisticated with our blackberries and our blue tooths that we would be hard pressed to find and eat 

blackberries to give us blue teeth! Well the brambles are finished now as is most of the other fruit and goodies 

nature provides, but if you find where they grow you can earmark them for next year, so a good old ‘treasure 

hunt’ is worthwhile. 

 

 
Sycamore leaf 

We love to see the autumn colours in the leaves on the trees, but perhaps those same leaves are not so 

welcome once they are shed and cover the lawn or blow about the streets. It is such a natural thing for trees to 

loose their summer foliage at the back end of the year, that people take it for granted, it just happens, end of 

story, but it is a very complicated business, surely someone out there among the Fov News readers has 

thought to ask; ‘why’? Why bother to loose all of the leaves and grow a new set next year, why do some trees 

do it while others do not, why do the leaves change colour and why are some old leaves scarlet and others 

yellow?  

 

To begin with trees shed all of their leaves in winter to avoid dying of thirst, honest! Deciduous trees are the 

group that shed their leaves, non-deciduous do not. Ah, I bet you expected me to say that those trees that do 

not loose their leaves are the conifers, fooled you. Well conifers do loose their leaves, but not all at once, it is a 

gradual process with a few leaves dying all of the time to be replaced by a few new ones. You only have to 

look on the ground beneath a conifer to see the mass of dead leaves, the so-called needles lying everywhere. 

To confuse you further still there is a group of conifers that are deciduous! Any guesses, who said the larches, 

well done. 
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Anyhow the problem trees have in winter is that the ground gets cold and can freeze, making it very difficult 

for the roots to get the water the tree needs. Water evaporates off of the leaves and has to be replaced 

constantly via the roots, if the tree has no leaves, the water cannot evaporate and require replacing, and so it is 

better to throw off the leaves and avoid the probability of dying through lack of water, clever eh? As for those 

trees that keep their leaves; the evergreens, well they have special leaves with waxy surfaces, like the holly, 

that helps to stop the water evaporating. 

 

So, why do the colours in the dead and dying leaves vary and change from the green of summer? All leaves 

are factories, doing something extremely clever that humans cannot do, they manufacture food for the tree. 

Our bodies have to get food from outside, we have to eat something, we are unable to simply sit in the sun like 

a plant, and use the sun’s energy to make sugars for energy. Leaves use water, carbon dioxide and the sun’s 

energy to turn those raw materials into simple sugars (glucose and fructose) in the green parts of a leaf, and 

the ‘green’ is chlorophyll. That colour is very dense and masks other colours in the leaf. In winter when the 

food ‘factories’ close down the chlorophyll fades away allowing the true leaf colours to show. The yellows and 

browns come from a pigment called carotin, same as in carrots, that colour is always in the leaf but only shows 

once the green fades. The red colours are more complicated, and are made by the tree late in summer, and so it 

depends on conditions prevailing, and that is why some years there are glorious reds while other years they 

are less colourful. Now you can all get top marks at the next pub quiz, and as for Auntie Doris, you can buy 

her a book on trees! Have a great festive season one and all. Take care of yourselves and our wildlife until the 

next edition. Byeeee. 

 

Bob Davis - 19 December, 2011 
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Aberdeenshire in general and the Formartine area in particular are very safe places to be in terms of serious and violent 

crime. The instances of such crimes being reported in my policing area are very few and far between from one year’s end 

to the next. That is particularly so in the Parish of Foveran you will be glad to know. 

 
My priorities are driven very much through Community Engagement and what the public are telling me that matter most 

to them. It will not come as any surprise I am sure that the most common complaint that I get is 'speeding' and in order to 

deal with that all of my officers are trained to use the hand held speed detection device that records the speed of vehicles. 

Very recently I have had complaints about speeding in Newburgh and over the coming weeks you will find that my 

officers will be out in the area trying to tackle the problem.  

 
As the dark winter nights have arrived it is sensible to take some simple motoring precautions, check your vehicles to 

ensure that they are fit for purpose, paying particular attention to tyres, lights, windscreens and washer bottles. Quite 

often the advice given out is 'think ahead' but this winter my advice is 'think back' and by that I mean 'back to last winter' 

and how much snow and ice there was about and what precautions and measures you had to take when out and about. 

 
There is one particular crime that takes place in my area form time to time that annoys me intensely and that is theft - 

theft from unlocked cars and garages. I have already said that your area is a safe place but from time to time there are 

spates of thefts that are entirely avoidable so please take the time to lock your cars, even when they are in your garage, 

just in case you have forgotten to lock the garage!, don't leave valuables in the car. Simple measures taken can prevent the 

opportunist thief from leaving with your property. I hear individuals saying "what are the police doing about it" when 

there is a spate of thefts and my answer is simple "what are you as a car owner and householder doing about it, it's your 

property and your responsibility to look after it." 
 

Steve Pratt 

Inspector 
Formartine Local Policing Team  
Ellon Police Office 
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Gordon District Friends of CHAS 
After two years of not being able sell cards and gifts at their charity stall in Neil Ross Square due to adverse 

weather, Gordon District Friends of CHAS decided to hold a Grand Christmas Fayre and coffee morning at 

the Kirk Centre in Ellon. 

 

The event on Saturday 29th October was officially opened by Roslyn Neely, Director of Fundraising for the 

Children’s Hospice Association, Scotland. She explained how Gordon Friends were one of their most 

successful fundraising groups and since their beginnings in 1998 had raised the magnificent sum of £250,000.  

Roslyn was also joined as a guest by Agnes Malone, a previous Chief Executive of CHAS, who during her time 

in post gave the Gordon District Friends a great deal of support and encouragement.  CHAS provides care for 

children with life limiting conditions and support for their families and this month sees the launch of the 

CHAS at Home service in Aberdeen, supplementing the teams already working from Inverness, Kinross and 

Balloch. Families who may not be able to get to the hospice can get now receive care and support in their own 

home when unable to travel or in a sudden emergency.  Roslyn told how the group’s fundraising came from 

such varied things as quiz nights, dances, can collections, bag packing, ladies lunches and a very successful 

200 club. 

 

After getting some early Christmas shopping from twenty stalls with items such as hair accessories, children’s 

clothes, candles, books, jewellery and enjoying complementary therapies, it was time for a nice sit down and 

enjoy tea, coffee, scones and pancakes to fortify the shoppers from the CHAS stalls. Christmas cards were 

eagerly snapped up as were home made cakes, puddings, bread, and jams. There was also a tombola stall, a 

wine raffle, and the chance to win a Christmas cake kindly donated by Cakes by Fiona.  The morning was an 

outstanding success and raised over £1200. 

 

We would like to thank all who came to our coffee morning, and everyone who has supported us in many 

different ways over the years. We could not have managed it without you. 

The group has since been present at the Haddo Christmas Fair where there was another great response and 

many people came to buy cards or just to find out more about the services that are provided.  Then the 

following weekend saw the group still being busy when they held their annual Quiz Night at the Ellon Golf 

Club.  Once again a large group of people turned out to support the event and along with generous support 

from local businesses, another £1700 was added to the fund raising total. 

 

With Christmas fast approaching it is time to take a short break and reflect on what has been a very busy year 

and start preparing for the next year’s fundraising efforts.  It really is an extremely worthwhile cause and very 

rewarding, not only for the families who use the facilities at Rachel & Robin House, but also for the fun that 

the Gordon District Friends of CHAS have in arranging and being present at various events.  So – if you feel 

inclined to ‘have a go’ or even if you are slightly inquisitive about our activities, come along to our Annual 

General Meeting that is to be held in the Station Hotel, Ellon on Tuesday 17th January at 7.00 pm, or drop an 

email to chas.gdf@gmail.com.  We will be happy to welcome you.   

 

Even further details are available on the CHAS website at www.chas.org.uk or you could call into our 

fundraising office / shop at 95 Rosemount Place in Aberdeen.  It is open from 9.00am to 5 pm. 

 

mailto:chas.gdf@gmail.com
http://www.chas.org.uk/
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Saint Mary-on-the-Rock, Ellon 

 

Winter is upon us – or so the weather man tells us.  Time to look back a little on what we have done over the 

last few months and plan for the future – I wonder what 2012 will bring for us? 

Since I last wrote we have enjoyed many events.   

The flower festival was a great success with a large number of visitors coming to admire the displays created to 

depict ‘Saints’ some more well known than others, (pictures of the displays may be found on our website 

www.stmarystjames.org.uk) and hen to sample the variety of food available in the hall afterwards, morning 

coffee, followed by lunch and then afternoon tea! All together over £1000 was raised in aid of Macmillan 

Cancer Support. 

The Saint Mary’s Men’s group is now firmly established and meeting on a regular basis (normally over a small 

drink in the Tolbooth Inn).  Discussion topics range widely and we are investigating establishing a venture that 

looks as if it will be an allotment.  Firm details are still being worked out! 

Having mentioned the Men’s Group, I could not get away without giving the Mothers’ Union a mention.  They 

continue to meet regularly on a Tuesday afternoon and Saturday morning each month.  Both groups are always 

welcoming to new members, so if you think that you would like to come and see if the fellowship would suit 

you, please give the parish office a call for the date of the next meeting. 

We have also recently hosted the Resurrection Choir of St Petersburgh.  On Sunday 6
th

 November, the eight 

person choir (2 Sopranos. 2 Altos, 2 Tenors, a Bass & Basso-Profundo!) with their conductor Jurij Maruk, 

entertained us with a selection from both Russian classical and folk songs.  Afterwards they were hosted by 

families from the congregation overnight before continuing their tour northwards.  We are hopeful that they 

will return next year (watch this space – they are really worthwhile seeing and hearing). 

 

The church is now approaching the season of Advent when we prepare for the celebrations to mark the birth of 

Jesus.  Times of services at Christmas are:   

 

Sunday 19
th

 December:   Nativity, Carols and Communion @ 11.00 a.m. 

Christmas Eve:    Blessing of the crib, carols and @ 5.00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Night:    'Midnight Mass' @ 11.30 p.m. 

Christmas Day:    Family Eucharist @ 11.00 a.m.  

 

Our usual weekly services are:   Sundays:   08.30 a.m.  Early said Eucharist;   

       11.00 a.m.   The Eucharist (with hymns & sermon) 

 

     Wednesday: 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion in St Mary’s hall 

 

Details of other services and events may be found by either calling the parish office on 01358 720366 or by 

visiting our website:  www.stmarystjames.org.uk 

http://www.stmarystjames.org.uk/
http://www.stmarystjames.org.uk/
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Over the summer, Ray Kenyon took these pictures of a mallard and her chicks who took up residence in his neighbour’s 

garden in Newburgh. Four of the five chicks made it to adulthood.  

Bob Davis reports that the mallard is one of our most common ducks and can be found wherever there is water – rivers, 

lochs, ponds and gardens in Newburgh. The male is very colourful but the female needs to be drab for camouflage as she 

sits alone on the nest. Normally, they nest on the ground in deep cover but it is not uncommon to find them building a 

nest in a tree. Once the young hatch, they just tumble to the ground and follow their mother to somewhere where they 

can find food. 
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Church of Scotland 

Foveran Parish Church 
Minister: Rev W Kenneth Pryde DA BD RIBA ARIAS 

The Manse, Foveran, Ellon, AB41 6AP   

01358  789288   wkpryde@hotmail.com   SC No. SC011701 

Our vision is to be a church  

which inspires people  

with the Good News  

of Jesus Christ  

through our enthusiasm, worship, witness,  

nurture and service 
 
Over the years I’ve had my fair share of transport woes, including those brought on by my own mistakes, like getting on 
the wrong train and ending up miles from my intended destination. Although frustrating, such events have never been 
more than an inconvenience, for I’ve always got home - eventually. 

I was thinking about this as I sat to write to you and it occurred to me that faith is a bit like a train journey to our final 
destination, our home.  For those who commit their lives to Jesus Christ that assured destination is heaven, or life for 
eternity in his company. 

My calling from God, or my job description if you like, is to encourage the faithful to live their lives in the service of Jesus 
and to keep their eyes on that final destination, but I also have another task, and that is to encourage people who don’t 
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have such a faith to join in that lifetime journey and to really start living.  It’s important to me that they too have the 
opportunity of eternal life, that they too will one day get home. 

If faith can be compared with a train journey, then some people have been on the train for years, perhaps all of their lives 
and have journeyed far and seen wonderful things happen in their lives, including maybe some miracles.  Others have 
just got on board and aren’t sure where their new-found faith is taking them.   
But that’s not really important.  What’s important is to be on that ‘train’, for if you’re not on it then you will never get the 
opportunity to discover anything about God’s love, and you will be left standing on the platform of life wondering what 

might have been if you had stepped onto the train.  You will have chosen your own final destination. 
I’m reminded of a scene from that wonderful Christmas film The Polar Express. The guard on the train says to the little 
boy who is hesitating about climbing on board, “Sounds to me as if this is your crucial year.  If I were you I would think 
about climbing on board.”  
What matters about the Christian faith is deciding to ‘climb on board’, deciding to take that first step of faith that will be a 
life-changer. We don’t come to faith by knowing everything about Christianity, we come to faith by first trusting Jesus 
Christ with our lives, and from that decision, faith develops, until one day the penny drops and we really can say, ‘Now I 
see!’   
So you really need to be on the ‘train’ of faith, and your ticket is a desire to believe that there might just be something in 
this Gospel message of God’s love for humankind made known through Jesus Christ, whose birth we celebrate at 
Christmas time.  But if you’re not on that ‘train’ then you won’t give yourself a chance to know will you?  And you may 
well wonder for the rest of your life what you’ve been missing and in the final reckoning come to regret your reticence.  
 
For some of you this could be your crucial year. Can you be sure of your final destination when your life is ended? If I 
were you, I would think very seriously about climbing on board. Your life depends on that decision.  Why not start your 
journey by coming along to one of our special Christmas events.   
 

I wish you a happy Christmas and a truly blessed New Year. 

Kenneth 
 
 

I invite you to join in our Christmas celebrations this December 

Services in Holyrood Chapel, Main St, Newburgh except Saturday 17th Carol singing 

Sunday 11th 6.30 pm Service of Lessons and Carols 

Saturday 17th 4.00-6.00 pm Informal Carol Singing  

in Newburgh Public Hall 

With mulled wine and mincemeat pies 

Sunday 18th 11.00 am Children’s Nativity Service  

Saturday 24th 4.30 pm Christingle Service 

Saturday 24th 11.30 pm Christmas Eve  

Watchnight Service 
Christmas Day Family Service 11.00 am 

“OMG Don’t mention God! I did but I think I got away with it.” 

 

Following on from my article “Stand up for Jesus” I was amazed to read in a Sunday newspaper recently the 

headline “BBC turns its back on year of the Lord” The article explained that the BBC has stopped using B.C., 

which stands for Before Christ and A.D. which stands for Anno Domini, medieval Latin meaning “In the year 

of our Lord”. These terms are used to denote years on the Gregorian calendar, the Christian calendar which is 

recognised as standard throughout the World and has been in existence for 1500 years. 

 

The BBC are now using the terms C.E., Common Era and B.C.E., Before Common Era, to prevent offending 

non Christians but the date will still be the same and the reference point is still the birth of Christ! 
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In the same article we are told that the SNP administration is encouraging head teachers to replace the 

traditional assemblies, where the Lord’s Prayer is recited, with a more politically correct Time for Reflection. I 

have also heard in the news that they are dropping references to Christmas. 

 

Also mentioned in the article was The Salt and Light Café in Blackpool. It provides an oasis of calm in the busy 

city centre and has a DVD of the text of the New Testament projected silently onto one of its walls. The owner 

was facing arrest if he did not stop showing it because a customer had complained that it was inciting hatred 

against homosexuals. 

 

So you see it’s just as bad here as in America! So all the more reason to “Stand up for Jesus” 

  

After reading my John Cleese comment at the start of this article, it got me thinking along the lines of a Monty 

Python scene and inspired me to write my own little sketch. 

 

Heckler: What has God ever done for us? 

Alistair: He gave us life. It was only after being present at the birth of my children that really made me 

appreciate the miracle of life. 

 

Heckler: Apart from that, what has God ever done for us? 

Alistair: He has created a beautiful world full of everything we need to live. I have been fortunate to travel to 

some wonderful places in the world which has also made me appreciate my own location. 

Heckler: Apart from giving life, and creating the world, what has God ever done for us? 

Alistair: He gave us a set of rules to live by so that we could live in peace and harmony. 

Heckler: Apart from giving life, creating the World and giving us rules, what has God ever done for us? 

Alistair: He takes care of us even when we ignore him or think he is not around. I know that he was looking 

after me during my reckless youth when I drifted away from him. 

Heckler: Apart from giving life, creating the World, setting rules and looking after us, what has God ever done 

for us? 

Alistair: He sent us his only son to tell us of his love for us and who ultimately died on a cross so that all our 

sins could be forgiven. 

Heckler: Apart from giving life, creating the World, setting rules, looking after us and sacrificing his son, what 

has God ever done for us? 

Alistair: He has promised us eternal life and a place in Heaven where we will be reunited with all our loved 

ones, if we choose to follow him. My uncle had printed on his funeral hymn sheet: 

Born to this life: ………….. 

Born to eternal Life: ………..  

No mention of died - that’s what I  

want as well. 

 

Heckler: OK you win!  

Alistair Cruickshank 
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FOVERAN PARISH CHURCH SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
 

Some time ago now, the MUSICAL EVENING with Jim and Marisha Addison held on Saturday 20 

August was a great success and we were treated to a fantastic evening of high class entertainment. 

Jim and Marisha were so friendly and talented, and their musical program included songs from all 

over the world and brought back so many memories – it was great also to hear songs associated with 

Aberdeen’s own Scotland the What and June Imray given a new twist. The audience included folk 

from other parts of the north-east who had various connections with Jim and Marisha, as well as 

some friends from Belhelvie. Thanks to those who attended and also others who gave monetary 

donations, approx £210 from this event has been donated to the New Life Home Trust which cares 

for abandoned and HIV babies in Kenya. 
As I write the ANNUAL ROUP is due to take place on Saturday 26 November in the Public Hall, Newburgh – 

we are hoping that many folk will come along to hunt the bargains and join in the fun. And on Saturday 3 

December we shall welcome back Fife-based singer, songwriter and guitarist BRUCE DAVIES who will 

entertain us with a concert of seasonal music in the Church Hall. Proceeds from this event will again be 

donated to the New Life Home Trust.  

 

A final date for your diaries: looking ahead to next year, you may like to make a note that Friday 20 January 

2012 is the provisional date for our annual Burns Supper. Look out for further publicity around the local area 

and in the Press early in the New Year. 

 

As always the Committee would welcome your suggestions for future social events, please let us 

have your ideas - and we thank you all for your support during 2011. We also wish to record our 

appreciation here for the excellent publicity we continue to receive from both the local press and 

radio and of course in the Foveran Community Newsletter – very many thanks to Janet and the 

newsletter team. 

We wish you all a very happy festive season!  

Mary Smith (Social Convener) 

Tel: 01358 742234 
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FOVERAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

 

Tony Churcher, Briarlea, Cultercullen. AB41 6QQ  01651 842549 

Duncan Milne, 27 St Clair Wynd, Newburgh. AB41 6DZ  01358 789847 dandfmilne@btinternet.com 

Pat Begg, 11 Mavis Bank, Newburgh. AB41 6FB   01358 789513 

Anne Massie, 24 Red Inch Circle, Newburgh. AB41 6AW  01358 789322 

William Grant, Bank House, Udny Station. AB41 6QJ  01651 842791 

Kate Duncan       01651 843777 

Adrian Tuckwell, 2 Woodlea Gove, Udny Station  01651 842307 

Pauline Winslade, 24 Eider Road, Newburgh   01651 789922  pauline.winslade@btinternet.com 

   

          

Foveran Community Council Meetings take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm.  

All meetings begin at 7.30pm with Meeting Point when members of the public can bring issues to the attention of the 

Community Council. All meetings are open to the public and everyone is welcome. 

 

25 Jan – Udny Station Community Centre 

22 Feb – Foveran School 

28 Mar – Newburgh Mathers School 

25 April – Udny Station Community Centre 

23 May – Foveran School 

27 Jun – Newburgh Mathers School 
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