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Rosa Walker examining Interesting Things on Newburgh Beach. 

 

 

 



 
 



Foveran Community Council 



Planning 
Anything to do with planning matters always looms large in the life of the Community Council, even larger 

than those hardy annuals – speeding and vandalism. As I write, the long-awaited finalised version of the 

Aberdeenshire Local Plan has failed to appear, although they keep promising that its appearance is imminent. 

One reason for the delay, as far as we here in Newburgh are concerned, is that some developer has been trying 

to sneak In an amendment to the Plan, thus by-passing all the long and painful consultations we went through 

before the draft plan was put forward to the Scottish government for approval. The odd thing about this 

approach is that the proposal from the developer goes straight to the Reporter (who handles these things on 

behalf of the Scottish Government) and then he consults only those households which are directly affected, 

and asks for their comments. Everyone else is by-passed. Of course, the whole business of planning 

applications still has to be gone through eventually, but an area approved for housing in the Local Plan gives a 

developer a firm foot in the door. It all seems a bit underhand. 

 

Several factors operate in this area, not least of which is the enormous pressure put on Councils by 

Government policy to meet seemingly huge housing targets. The other side-effect is that, if you live on the 

edge of a village with a wonderful view over open country, you are a prime target. Where else can a large 

development go unless you create new villages or towns in separate locations? It seems to be policy to tack the 

developments onto existing settlements where some infrastructure already exists. I prefer the New Town 

approach myself. 

 

Newburgh is slightly (not far enough) outside the strategic development corridors radiating out from 

Aberdeen and, as such, may be spared some of the larger schemes although Stewart Milne has other ideas (see 

below). Foveran village is smack in the middle of the A90 corridor and is facing the prospect of a large 

development behind the school and a smaller one a Turin Way. The only bright spot is that the sewage and 

waste water problems may at last be solved by the provision of mains sewerage. Given the present size of the 

settlement, the new build is huge. 

 

Having said all this, the post has just arrived with Stewart Milne’s proposals for a phased development of the 

site opposite The Ythan Hotel and running up to the B9000 at Loanhead and curving right round the back of 

Redinch Circle. You may remember that this site has, in fact, been designated for housing in the Local Plan, 

probably in two phases over the ten-year life of the plan. I seem to recall 50 houses in the first phase. Stewart 

Milne has somewhat more grandiose ideas. They plan to have a phased build of 279 houses. The first phase 

would be at the B9000/School Road end of the site where the access road will be. No time scale is given. The 

developer will have to call a public meeting under the planning regulations but no date has been given. When 

it happens, please do remember that this is the developer’s meeting and he is trying to sell you something. 

 

In Udny Station, there are some vague stirrings which indicate that the long-awaited development of the 

Muffin and Crumpet site may just be a little closer. 

 

Another interesting proposal is being floated by a developer who wishes to create a kind of work-from-home 

site near Bon Accord Granite on the A90. The idea is to have houses which, of course, provide accommodation 

but only for people operating small businesses from them. It is early days yet for this one and the consultation 

process is just beginning. 

 

Something to look out for in the future is a rash of planning applications for wind turbines. The financial 

incentives (index-linked for 25 years) are so enormous that any farmer or landowner cannot help but be 

temped to exploit this cash cow. They would be crazy not to consider it. As Government policy is so loaded in 

favour of the turbines, it looks as if applications to erect these things will be given a fair wind, if you see what I 

mean. Talking about wind, what happens when it doesn’t blow? 

 

Speeding 



The petition raised by concerned residents in Newburgh has meant that the Council has undertaken to 

measure average speeds at various points along Main Street. The results so far have not been easy to accept. 

The police have done five speed checks recently but I believe only two culprits have been caught. It is easy to 

be parochial about this problem but I know for a fact that every town, village and hamlet in Aberdeenshire has 

the same problem and, at the heart of the problem are the motorists. What happens to people when they get 

into cars? 

 

Newburgh Development 
This project has produced a considerable list of people who are interested. We are at the stage now where 

groups and clubs are being formed (Flowers and Gardens; Tennis; Gala; Christmas Lights etc). We are already 

lucky having a newly retired refugee from Aberdeenshire Council’s Landscape Department in the village in 

the shape of Graham Waters who has been working away quietly in various rose and shrub beds to clear them 

of weeds and replant where necessary. His expertise as a plantsman and his enthusiastic practical help will be 

great assets. 

 

I do hope we get the Tennis Club going again. It has always been a great shame that the multi-purpose court 

at Gallowshill has been so shamefully under-used. There is a solid nucleus for the Christmas Lights 

Committee because we have an electrician (Keith Watson); Martin Mckenzie, who produced the world’s 

smallest and noisiest cherry-picker; Jim Warrender and Frank Sheldon (The Christmas Tree) and myself 

whose principal contribution is abject panic, wondering if it will all happen. 

 

The Gallowshill Project 

The plans for the changing-rooms and community room have been accepted and the application for a building 

warrant has just gone in. It is hoped to start building in April.  

 

The Wind Turbine Committee 
Like the Gallowshill Committee, this is a sub-committee of the Community Council and has just made its 

first pay-outs from the Community contribution from the Hill of Fiddes wind turbines. The potential 

beneficiaries must be in that part of our parish to the west of the A90. 

 

Till the Next Time 
By the next issue of the newsletter we should know just where we stand with the Aberdeenshire Local Plan 

and we can only hope that the weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth has been kept to a minimum. By the 

way, Stewart Milne is no relation of mine! 

 

Duncan Milne. 

 

 
 



 

 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE 

   

j.jones110@btinternet.com 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this edition. Please may I have your contributions for the next 

Newsletter by the 15
th

 of May 2012. You can email them to me at the address above or send them by post to:  

 

Mrs Janet Jones 

South Minnes 

Newburgh 

Ellon. AB41 6BB.  

Tel: 01358 742304 

 

If you would like to advertise, please contact: 

Miss Margot Wright 

69 Main Street 

Newburgh. 

Ellon. 

AB41 6BL 

Tel. 01358 789011 

m.m.wright@abdn.ac.uk 
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THE FOVERAN NEWSLETTER GOES ON LINE. 

 
Adrian Tuckwell from Udny Station puts the Foveran Newsletter on line so, if you would prefer to read 

what’s going on in the parish on your computer, go to the address below. 

 

http://foverannews.wordpress.com 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

http://foverannews.wordpress.com/hill-of-fiddes-fund/


 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

NEWBURGH 

 



NEWBURGH WRI 

 

The December meeting of Newburgh WRI was an evening of good food, good drink and fun entertainment. 

The food was provided by the ladies and the savouries consisted of hot and cold dishes with colourful salad 

accompaniments and a variety of breads and cheeses. The dessert table positively groaned with a mouth-

watering array of sheer indulgence. One of the competitions was a jug of punch. After judging, the punch was 

offered for sampling.  

 

Once appetites had been sated, the entertainment commenced. Members were requested to ‘sing, say, play or 

pay’. In other words, those who did not wish to perform had to pay a forfeit. We were regaled with songs, 

poetry, handy hints, recitations, jokes and a story. Such a broad spectrum of talent was much appreciated. The 

evening ended with carol singing. 

 

Mrs. Jessie Milne was the speaker at the first meeting of 2012. Mrs. Milne is a ‘weel kent’ stalwart of the WRI. 

She spoke to the members about the work of the Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW), to which 

the WRI is affiliated. The aims of ACWW include the relief of poverty and sickness and the advancement of 

education within the developing world. ACWW also has consultative status within the United Nations, 

proving yet again that the WRI women are a force to be reckoned with. 

 

Mrs. Milne also shared many hints and tips for producing articles and items for competition. Members learned 

what judges specifically looked for and what could lose or gain points with exhibits. Eat your heart out Kirstie 

Allsop. 

 

February’s meeting was one of nostalgia for many members. Ms. Celia Walker gave an illustrated talk on the 

Tivoli Theatre from its conception through to present day. There were many changes to the building over the 

years both internal and external as well as changes in ownership. One of the very first shows was The D’Oyly 

Carte Opera Company. Many other famous names graced the theatre including a very young Julie Andrews 

on tour with her parents, Charlie Chaplin and more home- grown produce such as Chic Murray, Andy 

Stewart, Jimmy Shand and of course Calum Kennedy. Each and every one remembered with affection. 

 

Newburgh WRI meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the village hall. The meeting is open to 

members and visitors alike. For further information contact the secretary, Mrs. Rose Moroney on 01358 789353. 

 

Kate Duncan. 

 

 

 

Brownies Guides in Newburgh 
Tuesday 6.00 – 7.45p.m – Newburgh Mathers Primary School. 

 

We have some places available for girls aged 7-10 years old.  Start date would be after the Easter holiday 

break.   If you would like a place for your daughter or wish to make an enquiry, please email 

annette.holland@ymail.com   

 

This is a first come basis but you will be put on to a waiting list if demand is high. 

 

Annette Holland 

Brownie Guider. 
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Registered Charity # SC006790 Newburgh Playgroup 

Newburgh Playgroup, Rising 5’s and 2’s Group 

We are a Registered Charity 

 

 
Newburgh Playgroup, Rising 5’s and 2’s Group children have all settled back in well following the Christmas break. The 

children enjoyed their Christmas parties and shone like the stars they all are at their Christmas concert, where parents 

were treated to a lovely performance (not to mention some tasty hot mince pies)! It was a real treat to see the children all 

dressed up and to hear their sweet voices.  

 

Numbers have steadily increased and all groups are well attended, although there are still places available for 2’s Group. 

Our focus in 2’s group is on having fun, encouraging interaction, and developing confidence – we do this through a 

range of activities including painting, dancing, singing, role play, dressing up, and playing with the excellent toys on 

offer. The children are also encouraged to sit together for a healthy snack. We have found over the years that attendance 

at 2’s Group tends to aid the transition on to other groups such as Playgroup. If your child is 2, or approaching their 2nd 

birthday and you feel that they would benefit from 2’s Group, please contact us to enquire about a place. 

 

Our theme in Playgroup this term is Winter and how it affects our lives – e.g. dark nights and cold weather. We are 

talking to the children about what they like and are tailouring our sessions accordingly.  

 

In Rising 5’s, we are focusing on language and mark making. As our children are in their pre-school year, we are making 

sure the transition from Rising 5’s to primary school is a smooth and secure one. Enabling the children to have confidence 

and independence in and out of the classroom is a vital step for their learning. 
 

 
NEWBURGH RISING 5’S 

PLAYGROUP AND 2’S GROUP 



We held a successful Open Morning on 23rd January to allow parents/carers to register their child/children in Rising 5’s, 

Playgroup, or 2’s Group. Registration is open until 2nd March so please don’t panic if you missed the Open Morning, you 

can collect an application form from the Playgroup premises, or by contacting us on tel:  789461, and hand it in to us any 

time between now and 2nd March. If you would like to find out more about our Groups or have a look round before you 

apply, please contact us and we will be happy to answer any queries and/or arrange a suitable time to show you round.          

. 

 

Fundraising – the Shopping evening and the Christmas Fair went really well, thanks to all who attended, those who gave 

donations and our fundraisers for all their hard work. As you all know, our playgroup relies heavily on funds generated 

by fundraising activities, to purchase equipment and materials, and take the children out on trips.  We wouldn’t be able 

to enjoy such lovely facilities if it weren’t for the hard work of our fundraisers and the support we receive from our 

Community, so thank you all! 

 

Our next events are the Quiz night at the Ythan hotel on Saturday 17th March and the May Fair, provisionally scheduled 

for 19th May (but check village notice boards nearer the time for confirmed date). We would love to see you at either or 

both of these events. 

 

Should you require any further information please telephone the playgroup (01358 789461) or contact us on e-mail 

(newburgh.playgroup@ymail.com). 

 

 

Newburgh Playgroup Staff and Committee 
 

 

Newburgh Childminders 
 
We continue to grow from strength to strength and have added 3 new Childminders to our ranks. This is 

fortunate as demand for childcare in the village and surrounding area has increased dramatically. We wish 

Gillian Birnie, Leigh Allan and Louise Jubb all the best in their new business venture and feel lucky to have 

gained such enthusiastic colleagues. 

 

The children have been busy enjoying all sorts of activities to celebrate Burns Night, Chinese New Year and 

Valentine’s. Here is a picture of Liam getting stuck into some craft at Nicola Buchan’s house. 

 

 
 

Despite it being a little cold, Louise Jubb has wrapped up the children she looks after and enjoyed the beauty 

here on our doorstep at Newburgh Beach.  

 



 
 

 
Unfortunately we are losing our Chairperson, Elaine Milligan as she is giving up childminding. Elaine has 

been a fantastic Chair and led us to 3 ‘Best Childminding Group’ awards. She will be sadly missed and 

impossible to replace. Thanks for all you’ve done Elaine! 

 

Should you wish to contact us please phone Kirsty MacRae on 01358 789412. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
NEWBURGH RESEARCH PROJECT. 

 
Firstly I would like to thank everyone who gave their time willingly to support the project.   

So where are we now…… 

The final report has now been written and is ready to send for publishing.  Unfortunately budgets being what 

they are, there wasn’t enough money to enable every household to have their own copy but it will be available 

at various locations within Newburgh for collection, if you wish a copy.   Also, it will appear as a web link 

within the Aberdeenshire Community Planning web page. 

 

The researchers and myself have been meeting with community volunteers to start moving forward with 

some of the ideas that came from the research.   

Flowers & Garden Group 

This group wish to look at the entries into Newburgh as priority areas for new growth.   Also the Coull walk 

way is in their plans for consideration as a project.   There will be notices going up around the village to 

publicise ‘tidy-up times’.  Please help this group and give them your support.   

Gala Committee 

This group are arranging a ‘Diamond Jubilee Family and Friends Picnic’.   All member of the community 

will be invited to attend on Sunday 3rd of June 12.00 – 3.00p.m.    So, put the date in your diary as a ‘can’t miss 

this’.  There will be lots going on for all ages.   Watch the notice boards for more information nearer the time. 

  

Throughout the next few months there will be volunteers meeting to look at: 

starting a tennis club, setting up walking, running and cycling clubs, water sports on the estuary and much 

much more. 

 

If you are interested in helping and supporting any of these groups please feel free to get in touch with myself. 

 

Annette Holland 

Senior Community Learning & Development Worker  

01358 721946 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Road Safety in Newburgh 
 

 

For many years concern has been raised about the number of vehicles driving through the village 

which seem to be exceeding the 30 mph speed limit.   

Following a recent complaint, I was advised that the most appropriate action was to set up a petition 

and to submit it to the Foveran Community Council who would then be able to take appropriate 

action.  Within 6 days, a petition calling for the enforcement of the 30 mph speed limit was raised and 

http://www.allpark.co.uk/user/products/large/30-MPH.jpg
http://www.allpark.co.uk/user/products/large/30-MPH.jpg


was signed by 340 individuals.  I would like to thank everyone who signed and supported the 

petition.  Special thanks are also due to Wilma Duncan for getting so many signatures for the 

petition.   Please accept my apologies if you did not get the chance to sign the petition due to the 

short space of time that was available to collect signatures.  The petition was duly submitted to the 

AGM of the Foveran Community Council on 28 September 2011 which triggered a long and 

interesting discussion. 

As a direct result of the petition, a meeting was held in the village with Philip Leiper (Principal 

Roads Engineer), Mel Edwards (Principal Engineer, Road Safety Engineering Unit), Inspector Steve 

Pratt (Grampian Police, Ellon), Duncan Milne (Foveran Community Council) and Councillor Rob 

Merson (Ellon and District Ward).  It was agreed that speed checks and electronic volume checks 

would be carried out along Main Street.  I received correspondence from Councillor Merson 

confirming these checks had been carried out and the overall conclusion was that the average speed 

in the village was 27 mph and therefore there was not a speeding problem in the village. I responded 

to this by requesting more details on the survey, specifically requesting details of the volume of 

traffic surveyed and both the times at which it was done, and the length of time it was carried out.  

The response received failed to give any of these details but confirmed that the surveys were carried 

out near the Udny Arms Hotel and near the Costcutter Shop.  Both of these locations represent points 

in the village where traffic is likely to be at its slowest due to the parked cars on one side of the road.  

The results showed that the average speed of traffic on the road near the Udny Arms Hotel was 24 

mph.  The maximum speed recorded by a car at this point was 52 mph!  At the location near the 

Costcutter shop, the average speed was 21 mph and the maximum speed recorded was 54 mph by a 

motorbike.   A number of motorists have been convicted as a result of these checks.  In addition, the 

police have increased their visits to the village and they will continue to monitor the speed of 

vehicles travelling through the village and will take appropriate action against those motorists found 

speeding. 

Further correspondence with Councillor Merson has taken place and the police have agreed to 

undertake further speed checks in the village to increase the amount of data that they have related to 

the speed of traffic through the village.  The Community Council is also following this issue very 

closely and will certainly ensure this issue maintains a high profile 

Part of the problem we face is the fact that resources are limited and this problem is not specific to 

Newburgh, but if we want to see continued improvement, and continued police presence leading to 

increased awareness amongst those guilty parties, then the more individuals who express their 

concern and report the problem to both the police and their Council representatives the better. 

A further update will be provided in a future edition of the Foveran Newsletter so that everyone is 

aware of the outcome of the actions that have been taken so far.                         George Moir. Forvie 

Gardens, Newburgh. 

 

 

NEWBURGH ON YTHAN GOLF CLUB 



 

Not too much to report at this time of year, however unlike some football clubs we are still here and turned a 

small profit last year.  

We do have a very strong Junior Committee this year led by Brian Cumming. To attract Junior members under 

12's can play on the 6 hole course for nothing and under 16's can get membership for £60 per year. 

 There are now monthly Fun Quiz Nights open to all with the next planned for the 14th of March. We will also 

be having a Rules Quiz on Saturday the 17th to help golfers learn what’s new as there have been some 

sensible changes.  

Much thanks must go to our Senior Section who over the last few weeks have been getting in touch with old 

friends - literally hundreds of golf balls - as they have been clearing back a lot of gorse so, hopefully, the 

course will be less daunting this year. 

 Last week, as it had got a bit milder, it was back to Summer Greens which is always welcome. 

 We have invested in a new online booking system which should increase our revenue and provide valuable 

reports and advertising tools. For those concerned, and not computer literate, you can book as you always 

have done, in person or by phone.  

We had a very poorly attended but excellent Burn's Supper recently. As it was poorly attended the year 

before, we reduced the Burn's part and made it a Disco with all Scottish Music. As we are celebrating our 

125th anniversary next year, we will be reverting back to a proper Burn's Supper and hope to have some 

professional speakers at it.  

We are still on the lookout for extra help in various areas to help convenors in sub committees. This keeps the 

costs down and hopefully makes things happen quicker. Speaking of Juniors, one was getting his first golf 

lesson and asked the Pro  ‘Is it P-u-t or P-u-t-t?’ The pro said ‘It's p-u-t-t. Put means to place a thing where you 

want it. Putt is merely a vain attempt to do the same thing.’ 

G.Lorimer 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 



FOVERAN 



 

WATER PRESSURE 
 

 

 
Water pressure – or the lack of it – has been an ongoing problem in Foveran for years. In order to be able to 

run a Combi boiler, for example, there needs to be one bar of pressure at the boundary to a property. Few of 

the houses in Ythan Terrace have that.  

 

Several residents have been concerned that when the new Cala Homes are built, the pressure will be even 

lower. It seems however that, at last, something may be going to happen – although there’s a temptation to say 

‘don’t hold your breath’. 

 

Councillor Rob Merson has been on the case. Below is a copy of an email to Community Councillor Duncan 

Milne. Possibly, by the time the Newsletter comes out, there may be some progress but this is the state of play 

on 17 February. 

 
Dear Duncan, 

I was taking to Steve Scott of Scottish Water this afternoon, and he informs me that the tenders have all 

been received for the 'bundles' of water pressure work which Scottish Water will be awarding to 

contractors, including Foveran, and that they are now going through the selection process. 

He has made enquiries and has been assured that the Cala development will not exacerbate the low 

pressure problem - which has been identified with regard to 13 specific properties in Foveran. 

I will be receiving a formal response to my enquiry, but Steve wanted to give me an interim progress 

report. 

I hope that information is helpful, and will be back in touch as soon as a substantive response comes to 

hand. 

Regards, 

Rob 

 

 

 

THE FUTURE IS IN FOVERAN 
 

Whether you’re a web-designer, an architect, an artist or a travel consultant, high business rates, congested 

roads, lack of parking and soaring fuel costs all conspire to make running a business in Aberdeen – and other 

cities – more expensive and more of a struggle than it need be. 

 

John and Shona Forbes, who own Bon Accord Granite, propose a solution. Why not work from home and 

have clients and customers come to you? This in itself isn’t a new idea; what is new with their Live/Work 

concept is to have premises designed specifically for working from home.  

 

The project involves building three to five-bedroom houses with adjoining workspaces built to the highest 

energy-efficient standards to minimise heating bills. Large windows face south and the heat coming through 

them from the sun is retained in the stone floors – a process described as solar gain. And very good insulation 

means any warmth doesn’t escape.  

 



With the work space adjoining the house – and not a converted room in the house – the whole impression of a 

business is professional. Other obvious gains are much lower fuel costs and with commuting unnecessary, the 

valuable time spent sitting in traffic jams is put to good use. 

 

The architect-designed premises are elegant, spacious, modern and practical. Initially, John and Shona intend 

building three Live/Work premises and, in time, plan to have 18 similar units at Rashierieve. At the beginning 

of March they will submit an application for planning permission in principle to Aberdeenshire Council. 

 

If, because of the atrocious weather, you missed the exhibition in January in Foveran Hall on this proposed 

development, visit Bon Accord Granite and have a look at the plans for yourself. It’s well worth it. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

CULTERCULLEN and UDNY STATION 
 



THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 

 

 
 

 

The weather couldn’t have been much worse in December when the energy-saving solar panels were being 

installed on the roof of the Community Centre in December. They’re up and running however and, now that 

the days are getting longer, the panels are beginning to generate electricity.  

 

The Udny Station Community Association explored various energy systems such as ground-source heating 

pumps, wood-chip boilers and wind turbines before opting for solar panels as the most appropriate.  

 

Financial help has come from the Association’s own resources, from Broadview Energy Wind Farm at Hll of 

Fiddes and from Formartine Area Committee.  

 

The many clubs and groups that use the Centre can now look forward to a warm and toasty future. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CULTERCULLEN S.W.R.I. 

 

The January meeting took place in the Udny Station Community Centre and Mrs Barbara Reid presided. 

After dealing with the business, she welcomed three visitors from Newmachar W.R.I. and introduced our 

speaker Anne Shepherd who gave a very informative talk on her visit to China and the Forbidden City. 

Tea was provided by Liz Webster and then the raffle was drawn. 

Anne Shepherd also judged the competitions. 

 

Child’s Knitted Hat. 

1st Carol Ritchie 

2nd Moreen Alexander 



3rd Carol Hay 

 

Flower of the Month 

1st Carol Ritchie 

2nd Moreen Alexander 

 

Mrs Reid then gave the vote of thanks and wished everyone a safe journey home. 

Liz Webster 

 

 

Reflections on the Ythan 

 
This poem was written by Elizabeth Isabella Keith, the aunt of Mrs Winkie Reid of Overhill, 

Belhelvie. Ella Keith was the organist at Foveran Kirk for many years and we are indebted to Mrs 

Reid for sharing the poem with us. 

If I could see the Ythan aince again before I dee, 

An’ watch its swirlin waters reaching oot tae meet the sea, 

If I could smell the rankness o’ yon half bared mussel scaup, 

An’ hearken tae the cryin’ o’ yon solitary whaup. 

 



If I could feel the salty wind along the empty shore, 

An’ watch the curlin’ breakers as they burst with mighty roar, 

Or shelter near a hillock whaur the winds hae gane tae sleep, 

I think my tired an’ weary soul wad rest in peace sae deep. 

 

But I canna see the Ythan an’ I canna hear the sea, 

Yet I’m sure they’ll aa’ be waitin’ when my weird has had its dree, 

So I’ll just bide here contented, an’ wait His gracious time, 

When the Water an’ the Sunshine an’ the Sands will aa’ be mine. 

 

Aince--once 

Scaup--stony ground, a bank for 

shellfish 

Whaup--Curlew  

Whaur—where 

Weird—destiny, fate 

Dree—misfortune, dread 



 

 
 

 

 

Miss Ella Keith, author of Reflections on the Ythan. 
 

Elizabeth Isabella Keith was born in 1896 and was resident with her mother Isabella and her great 

aunt Elizabeth Stodart or Stoddart (both spellings are used in records) at Rosehill, Knockhall Road, 

Newburgh in 1901.  

 

Miss Keith as she was known to my generation was a lady of independent means and lived in 

Rosehill a house on Knockhall Road behind the Church hall. Her great aunt Elizabeth Stodart, 

previously of Davishill farm, near Cultercullen, had the house built. Miss Keith’s parents were David 

M. Keith, a master mariner, and Isabella Elizabeth Cameron, daughter of William Cameron, a master 

carpenter, and Isabella Stodart. Mr and Mrs Cameron lived in the Carpenter’s Cottage (now known 

as “The Neuk”) in Pitmedden initially before moving on to Banchory Devenick and Woodside 

Aberdeen.  

    

Miss Keith was a trained musician having obtained qualifications in two London Institutions. She 

was church organist, a Sunday school teacher and also taught some of the young people of 

Newburgh to play piano. She organised dances and plays, these being held until at least the 1950s. 

The plays were held in the public hall utilising local talent. A concert in aid of the organ fund which 

was held in 1948 raised a sum of £50-8s-8½d (£50.43pence). A not inconsiderable sum: in the period 

just after the end of World War two.   

She travelled with her father on his ship to many parts of the world.  

 

She made wooden children’s toys during World War two in a workshop behind her house. Her 

maternal grandfather had been a master carpenter. Indeed census records also record his occupation 

as millwright and cartwright; so his skills must have been passed on.  She was also talented in 

crochet and drawing.   

 

Miss Keith played organ in Foveran Kirk, Holyrood Chapel and Sunday school for many years, 

retiring shortly before her death in early 1965.  

 

The following is a quote from “A Brief History of Foveran Parish Church” by Rev. John Cook, past 

minister in Foveran Parish. 

 

7 May 1964 “The Moderator intimated that he had received the resignation of the organist, Miss E 

Keith, who had been compelled for health reasons to cease duty. He referred to her faithful, 

ungrudging, co-operative service…. A service which commenced in the Foveran UF Church on 15th 

August 1915 and in the present Church and Holyrood Chapel from 26th August 1917….”   

 

Miss Keith had two sisters Iris and Rowena, Miss Keith being the eldest.  

 

Rowena married John Troup of Menie, and it is their daughter Mrs Winkie Reid who gave 

permission for use of the poem.   

 



Charles M Catto 

 
 

A Walk on the Wildside 



 



Fit Like everyone? I trust that you have all survived the long month of January, and have plans to do 

something exciting with your extra day in February. What better than to get out and about and watch as Dame 

Nature slowly wakes after her winter slumbers. Yes, Spring is about to spring surprises for us all, and these 

next months will be hectic as both plants and animals in our natural world put on the annual birds and bees 

pantomime. We have been very fortunate in this wee corner of Scotland in having a relatively good winter (so 

far!), with hardly any snow, some keen frosts yes but frequently they were accompanied by superb clear calm 

days. So much for those doom and gloom merchants who spoke of a new ice age with glaciers covering the 

North Sea, I think that they should go along the shore and collect a new piece of seaweed. 

 

I was very surprised to have had a primrose or two in full flower every month of the winter, starting way back 

in October. I am speaking about our lovely native primrose of course, not one of those purple spotted, pink 

stripped garden centre thingies! Even the anticipated snowdrops got put of bed long before the alarm clock 

went off, and I saw a few in bloom on the 3rd of January. While the plants were yawning the animals were also 

up and about early and I had a pair (I assume that it was a ‘pair’) of brown hares playing catch-me-if-you-can 

in front of my house during the first week of the year.  

 

Oh yes ‘catch-me’, that reminds me of a sort of a sad tale that came to light a few days ago. I am sure that all of 

you good people of Foveran do your bit for our wildlife especially during the winter, and regularly feed 

garden birds. Doing so not only keeps Bob the robin and Billy the blue tit fat and fluffy through the colder 

months, but it also brings them close about the house from where you can enjoy their company. Well I had a 

telephone call from a Mrs. Angry of Ellon, perhaps Mrs. Upset of Ellon might be better. “Bob, what can I do, 

there has been a murdurrr in my garden”! Jings, another case for Taggart. She was indeed more upset than 

angry as it transpired that having fed birds in her garden for many years, she was watching them tuck into 

their fly cup one fine morning, when whooosh off with his head! In the twinkling of a feather, a blackbird had 

become a dead bird, and was swiftly carried off by a sparrow hawk. The offender then had the temerity to sit 

at the top of a tree close by and prepare his meal, making it ready to shove in the oven (it was already stuffed). 

Later that same day another of her feathered friends went to that big birdcage in the sky. “Help Bob, what can 

I do”? Well unfortunately I had to state the obvious, that there was/is nothing that she could do, she was 

witnessing the reality of the natural world, nature was at work and most definitely red in tooth and claw. 

 

 
Sparrow hawk 

Her kindly act of feeding the birds meant that the birds came to be fed, they are not daft and once they realise 

that every day some kind person will provide breakfast dinner and tea for them, they will accept it with 

alacrity. The lady clearly gained a great deal of pleasure in seeing the birds, well some of them! But there is a 



downside to attracting lots of small birds into your garden, as those same small birds attract bigger ones. Just 

as the robins and blackbirds quickly learn that there is food on offer at the bird table, sparrow hawks quickly 

learn that there is food on offer at the bird table. They have to eat or die just as all other birds. Unfortunately 

they are not overly fond of a fat ball, unless the fat ball is covered in feathers. Sad it may be but, a fact of life 

out there in the real natural world. 

 

Oh, and oh again as sitting tapping away at my computer, I have one eye on the screen and another looking 

out of the window. It is amazing what a boss-eyed person sees! Two beautiful foxes have just strolled 

gracefully across my lawn, WOW, fantastic. It is 15.00 on a dull afternoon but that sighting has brightened up 

my day, WOW indeed. I can not be sure if it was Basil and Belinda fox but at this time of year it is very likely 

to be so. Late January and February are the months when foxes go-a-courting, and seeing them during 

daylight hours is not a rarity, you just have to be extremely lucky like yours truly. So there you go, go your 

there and see, and of course listen, to what is happening in the great outdoors that is only a few steps away 

from your back door. And do not be too shocked if your favourite bird-table bird ends up on a bigger birds 

table. Take care of yourselves and our wildlife until the next edition. Byeeee. 

 

Bob Davis - 6 June, 2012 

 

 



 
 

 
SPRING HAS NEARLY SPRUNG

 



I always seem to be singing the praises of spring flowering bulbs, but at this time of year, when all is a bit dull, 

they brighten up even the dullest corner.  

 

In my new garden, I knew the previous owners had planted lots of bulbs, as I kept digging them up whilst 

planting new plants and moving things, so I am eager to see what treasures I have. When I got possession of 

the house in May, I could see where the leaves of Narcissus where but of course the Snowdrops, Aconites and 

Iris had long since gone. I did manage to move some of the Narcissus into groups, instead of the random way 

they had been planted, as one can achieve more of an impact if there is a mass planting. Also if they can be 

planted behind later flowing plants, the dying leaves are hidden as the summer flowing plants grow. I seem to 

have Snowdrops and Aconites, but they are scattered all over the place, so I shall lift them as soon as I can and 

replant them in clumps.  

 

Anyone who has seen a carpet of Snowdrops and Aconites growing under trees will surely appreciate their 

impact ‘en masse’. I think I shall have to label their planting positions as, until I have revamped all my 

flowerbeds, I won’t remember where they are and will probably dig them up again!! 

 

 
Aconites 

I am still on a de-yellowfying mission!! At the moment there is a large and beautiful Mahonia out, in fact it’s 

been flowering its’ yellow flowers all winter, but it can stay, although there is a winter flowering Viburnum 

with pink flowers planted next to it. I’m not sure if the yellow winter Jasmine will get a reprieve though, it’s 

such a messy grower and difficult to manage where it is, I may try to move it against the wall somewhere. The 

yellow flowered Kerria Japonica is thinking about flowering, a little too soon, and I think it will be a casualty – 

I have never been keen on it, and it gives me a space for something else. 

 

The trouble is that I am in need of some man power to tackle some of these tasks as they are monstrous plants 

and, anyway, the ground is too frozen to do anything at the moment. At least it’s not quite so bone-chillingly 

cold now that I am further south which gives me the opportunity to try growing something different. I have, 

as one of my boundaries, a ten foot, west facing stone wall, and I am longing to plant a Garrya on it. This 

evergreen shrub can be trained against a wall, and if I manage to prune it, as my mother managed hers, I 

should be rewarded with long silky catkins all winter long. I have got a shrub called a Piptanthus (yellow 

flowers!) growing against the wall, and although it has had to have a severe prune through lack of 

management, it seems to be flourishing, and so there is hope for a Garrya. 

 

Now is the time of year to be doing some winter pruning. By winter pruning I mean the removal of unwanted 

branches, before the sap starts to rise. The last few winters have been so severe that by the time one could get 

out into the garden in March, it’s been too late.  

 

At the walled garden we have, for the first time in a few years, managed to get the apple trees in the orchard 

pruned. It has been a bit of a task as they haven’t been touched for years, and had lost the bowl shaped crown 



they should have. Most people are, quite rightly, wary of pruning, but even a ‘baby’ tree or shrub needs to be 

pruned. If not, as I have inherited, your ‘baby’ tree or shrub soon becomes an out of shape monster. If you 

start to prune your ‘baby’ into the shape YOU want, whilst still young, it remains much more manageable, 

and less likely to outgrow its allotted space. Garden trees benefit from being ‘clear stemmed’ as they grow. 

This means removing the bottom most branches occasionally to allow a descent crown to develop, so as the 

tree grows, the ultimate crown height gets higher also. 

Of course, you can have fun when doing this, as the lad I work with did, when a friend had asked him one 

evening what he had been up to at work that day. With a straight face he had immediately replied that he had 

been lifting skirts, and he walked away, only to come back into the room to a shocked expression! ‘On trees’ 

he said ‘What did you think I meant’!!! 

 

Happy Gardening/skirt lifting! 

 

Lesley Barnett. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 



 
 



 

FOVERAN’S JENNY LEE. 
 

 
Quite a few of you will have been watching Call the Midwife on BBC on Sunday evenings – and for those of you 

who haven’t, it’s a drama set in the East End of London in the 1950s. The plot centres round Jenny Lee, a 

newly qualified midwife, as she copes with various medical problems. The series is based on the best-selling 

trilogy by Jennifer Worth about her time as a midwife. 

Foveran has its own ‘Jenny Lee’ - Mrs Dorothy Nicol who worked as a midwife in South London during the 

early 1960s and, like Jennifer Worth, has a fund of stories and memories. 

Dorothy’s ‘beat’, together with three other midwives, was in and around the area known as the Elephant and 

Castle near the docks on the south side of the river. At the time, 90% of babies in London were born at home 

and only very rarely did the midwives have to call in a doctor. (Dorothy remembers they became more willing 

to come to home births when they were paid extra for attending.) 

 

There was a general lack of amenities, particularly in the traditional two-up two-down houses which were 

often home to more than one family. Few of the houses had inside toilets and hot water came from pans and 

kettles boiled on a stove. The bath, if there was one, was made of tin and kept in the kitchen. Most of the time 



it was covered over to double-up as a worktop. There was no central heating and Dorothy says it was often 

difficult to keep newly born babies warm enough in winter. 

 

Many families came from India and Pakistan and had little money. Dorothy remembers delivering babies on 

her knees because there was no bed, only a mattress on the floor. And communication was sometimes a 

problem. How do you ask a lady from India to remove her shalwar (loose trousers) if you don’t speak Hindi 

and she doesn’t speak English?  

 

Some weeks before a birth, Dorothy would make a home visit to give the prospective mother a card with her 

name and phone number and the NHS Delivery Pack containing clean swabs and a delivery sheet. As the 

streets were poorly lit, it wasn’t always easy to find a particular house so this visit meant the midwife knew 

where she was to go if called out during the night. 

 

Once she was sure the baby was on its way, Dorothy, armed with her knitting, remained in the house until the 

birth. As first babies, in particular, were often reluctant to make an appearance, she would encourage her 

patient to keep moving. ‘Progress was always better,’ says Dorothy. ‘Gravity works.’  

 

Some families lived in one room so, when the birth was imminent, Dorothy would ask everyone to leave while 

she delivered the baby. And on the very rare occasions when there were unexpected complications, the 

midwife would summon the Flying Squad rather than an ambulance! 

 

After working in London, Dorothy moved north to Aberdeenshire where she continued working as a midwife 

and Health Visitor until she retired. ‘I had a very rewarding career,’ says Dorothy ‘and met all sorts of 

interesting people’.  

‘SUPERGIANT’ AMPHIPODS 
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In November 2010, scientists from Oceanlab in Newburgh captured seven ‘supergiant’ amphipods living at 

depths of 7000 meters in the Kermadec Trench off the northeast coast of New Zealand.  

 

 
 

Measuring 28 cm, they are more than 20 times larger than their typical crustacean relatives, which are usually 

no more than a centimetre in length and are found in lakes and oceans all over the world. 

 

The aim of the joint UK and New Zealand expedition was to capture and photograph specimens of deep sea 

snail fish using the ultra-deep submergence technology designed by Oceanlab.  

 

When the traps came up, voyage leader, Dr Alan Jamieson, couldn’t believe his eyes. Not only had they 

succeeded in capturing several snail fish, there were also seven amphipods as well.  

 

 
 

Dr Jamieson described them as feeling like plastic toys with a waxy texture. It was a bit like finding a foot long 

cockroach. 

 

Supergiant amphipods were first discovered in 1899 when a trawling expedition brought up two specimens 

from the Atlantic Ocean. They weren’t seen again until the 1980s when a few large specimens were caught off 

the Hawaiian Islands. Since then,  

 

In addition to the animals caught in the trap, a camera more than a mile away recorded at least nine more 

amphipods, one of which was estimated at 34 cm. The expedition returned to the same spot a week later but 

there was no sign of the creatures. ‘They were there for a day and gone the next.’ said Dr Jamieson. 
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k 

 

Dr Ashley Rowden from New Zealand’s National Institute of Water and Atmospheric Research, said ‘It just 

goes to show that the more you look, the more you find. For such a large and conspicuous animal to go 

unnoticed for so long is just a testament to how little we know about life in New Zealand’s most deep and 

unique habitat.’ 

 

The challenge for the team now is to determine whether these new samples are the same species as those from 

Hawaii and then try to establish why, out of the hundreds of species of deep-sea amphipods, these ones have 

evolved to be so large. 

 

 

 

 

Gordon District Friends of CHAS 

On 24th January at their AGM Gordon District Friends of CHAS celebrated another successful year of 

fundraising.  Chairman David Crosley reported that once again the generous public of Ellon and surrounding 

areas had supported the group in various different ways from can collections and bag packing to Galas in 

Ellon; New Deer Show; The Blue Light Festival in Fraserburgh and Esslemont Gardens open day as well as 

many other events. 

A very successful dance was held in September and a sellout crowd was entertained by Scotland’s top female 

tribute act FEEVA.  This popular event is to be held again this year on Saturday 8th September 2012 at the 

Station Hotel, Ellon.  

The highlight of our year was ‘Grand Christmas Fayre’ held at the Kirk Centre at the end of October when 

special guests were invited to celebrate a very special milestone in the life of Gordon District Friends of CHAS. 

Since the group was formed in 1995 they have raised a massive £250,000 towards the funding of the Hospices 

at Kinross and Balloch as well as the CHAS at Home service.  As the group are all volunteers with jobs and 

other commitments this is a tremendous achievement of which we are very proud.  

This year on June 7th sees the eagerly awaited Ladies Lunch at Haddo when the ladies of the area are 

welcomed to a fine luncheon in the Library of Haddo House.  Demand for tickets to this very popular event is 

keen as it is only held every other year.  

We hope to see you at some of our many events planned for this year. Watch this space for details.   

If you would like more information the groups activities you can request information by emailing 

chas.gdf@gmail.com or by contacting the Aberdeen fundraising office at 95 Rosemount Place, Aberdeen on 

telephone 01224 645000 or email aberdeen@chas.org.uk  

 

 

mailto:chas.gdf@gmail.com
mailto:aberdeen@chas.org.uk
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Christian Aid Week: 13-19 May 2012 
£4,009.73 was sent off to Christian Aid Centre in Perth from the Parish of Foveran in 2011. This 

commendable amount was the total raised from the house-to house collection, the tea party and the 

Skills Sale. 

Thank you to all of you in the Parish who have worked hard to support Christian Aid over many 

years and in many ways. Your efforts help poorer communities look towards a brighter future.  

Please welcome your collector when he or she calls at your door in May and give what you can. If 

you are a tax-payer remember to fill in the Gift Aid form on the envelope to increase the value of 

your donation at no extra cost to yourself.  

Anyone, not already involved, who would like to help with the house-to-house collection should 

contact Jenny Smith (789684) or Jean Jones (789240) 

LET’S GIVE THE TOOLS 

TO HELP PEOPLE IN POVERTY 

OUT OF POVERTY 

 
 

 

                               

 

 
SAINT MARY’S and SAINT JAMES’S 

 

 

 
 

 

Saint Mary’s and Saint James’s are congregations of the Scottish Episcopal Church, the Scottish part of the 

worldwide Anglican Communion, which includes the Churches of England, Ireland, Wales, the Episcopal 

Church of the USA, and the Anglican Church of Canada as well as churches in most countries of the world. 

 

The usual Sunday worship times are – 

 

8-30am Early Eucharist in Saint Mary’s 

9-30am The Eucharist in Saint James’s 

11-0am The Eucharist in Saint Mary’s 

 

During term time, there is Whizz Kids in Saint Mary’s Hall at 11am, with a crèche for younger children. A 

teenage group meets weekly in the Hall at 9.30am and alternate Sundays at 7.30pm. 

There are celebrations of the Eucharist each Wednesday at 10-0am in Saint Mary’s and each Thursday at 

Cantlay Court, Cruden Bay. 
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Uniting to Transform Aberdeenshire.  11.2.12 

 
Early on Saturday morning of the 11th February, Dr Fred Drummond of the Scottish Evangelical Alliance and 

Jim Ritchie of The Scotland Trust joined a group of fellow Christians from around Aberdeenshire for breakfast 

in the New Inn, Ellon. 

 

The large gathering heard Jim and Fred tell of their experiences and of their visions for a way forward to 

reclaim the area for God.  Jim in particular is concerned as to how we can make Gods name great in our nation 

and to make our nation great again.  What is Gods heart for the community?  We were encouraged to go out 

and ‘GET INVOLVED’.  Fred gave us a very strong message highlighted that we should also be a very caring 

community.  He illustrated this with a story of a group of youngsters who were concerned that they were 

happy in their own environment during a prayer meeting in a shopping mall, but had to go & do some thing 

else.  They felt called to go to the local accident and emergency unit and spent a few hours just talking to the 

patients there and offering prayer when it was needed.  Another illustration was of a football match for young 

primary school pupils.  There were the parents standing on the touchline shouting instructions to the very 

keen youngsters, who were all chasing every ball, but were not really involved. 

 
We all left the meeting very encouraged and resolved to tell our own churches that we should be doing more.  

 

David Crosley 

 

 

 

 

Church of Scotland 

Foveran Parish Church 
Minister: Rev W Kenneth Pryde DA BD RIBA ARIAS 

The Manse, Foveran, Ellon, AB41 6AP   

01358  789288   wkpryde@hotmail.com   SC No. SC011701 

Our vision is to be a church  

which inspires people  

with the Good News  

of Jesus Christ  

through our enthusiasm, worship, witness, nurture and service 

 
Forgiveness and the lack of apology have featured in our news lately where a snubbed handshake on the football pitch 

became headline news and aggravated an already tense situation.  I refer to the controversy surrounding the footballers, 

Luis Suarez and Patrice Evra.  The snubbing of a handshake, the outward expression of a willingness to forgive and move 

on, brought condemnation from a number of sources and angered many football supporters. 

The reluctance to forgive or to ask to be forgiven often lies at the heart of a broken relationship, yet forgiveness is key to 

healthy relationships whether on the football pitch, the factory floor, or in the home, because if forgiveness is not 

addressed then hurts can fester and grow to destroy relationships. 

Forgiveness of others is a key aspect of the Christian faith recognising that God forgives us much, but forgiveness is often 

hard because it goes against the grain of human nature. The phrase I hear all too often is, “I’ll never forgive so and so for 

…” You can fill in the blanks for we’ve all heard it, perhaps even said it, and although it’s often said without real 

intention, almost as a figure of speech, it is sometimes meant and as such is a serious vow to make. 
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Yet the ability to forgive is absolutely vital, for a world without forgiveness would surely be a hell on earth.  Forgiveness 

is essential to help all sorts of healing to occur.  Without forgiveness wounds fester and grow deeper until, like a cancer, 

they eat into the soul causing permanent damage. 

Forgiveness can be likened to a bridge spanning an otherwise un-crossable divide.  Only by moving onto that bridge can 

people begin to resolve their differences.  It is a bridge over which two people must pass, each from his or her position, 

each vulnerable as they walk to meet the other at the centre.  Forgiveness is a bridge over which both the forgiver and the 

one in need of forgiveness have to cross.   

Each of course may need to be both forgiven and to forgive, but there has to be a readiness to forgive and an acceptance of 

the need to be forgiven if healing is to take place.  To withhold forgiveness, or to deny that one has done anything wrong 

blocks the healing process. 

Yet for some forgiveness is a bridge too far, too difficult to cross, and there may be good reason for that.  Perhaps they 

cannot forgive an abusive relationship, or the loss of a loved one caused by the deliberate or careless act of another, and 

that is understandable, but for most of us in everyday situations forgiveness is possible and indeed essential if both 

parties are to be able to move on in their lives and become whole again.  

Corrie ten Boom was one of the famous Christian writers of the last century, but as a young girl she and her sister were 

sent by the Gestapo to Ravensbrük concentration camp where her sister died.  Many years after the war, Corrie was 

preaching in a church in Munich when she saw her former SS guard in the congregation.  As she talked, she struggled to 

concentrate as images of the horrors perpetrated against the prisoners, and particularly her beloved sister, flooded into 

her mind.  After the service her former guard approached her with outstretched hand and thanked her for her message.  

She stood praying silently for the ability to forgive him, but remained frozen to the spot, her hand seemingly fixed to her 

side.  Still she silently prayed ‘Lord, give me your forgiveness, I cannot forgive him on my own.’   

Then she found her hand grasping the hand of her former guard and an amazing power flowing from her to him, and 

love filling her heart.  That forgiveness had been found in the realisation of her own need for forgiveness from God and 

for the need of the guard’s forgiveness from her.   

The power of forgiveness should never be underestimated, for it stems from the knowledge of God’s forgiveness of us.  

We who have been forgiven much, need also to forgive, however hard that may be.   

Perhaps there is a bridge of forgiveness you need to cross because of something you did or said, that has hurt someone 

and affected that relationship, and perhaps there a bridge you need to cross to accept a plea for forgiveness?  Life’s short, 

and so is that bridge. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth 

 

FOVERAN PARISH CHURCH 

Social Committee: 
 

Some time ago now, the annual ROUP took place on Saturday 26 November in the Public Hall, Newburgh. 

There was excellent support from the local community and beyond and a great atmosphere during the 

afternoon. Donations for the auction and the various sales tables were well up on last year and there was a 

steady stream of admissions at the door, many folk also enjoying refreshments during the afternoon. 

Altogether a final total of approx. £1500 was raised for church funds. Thanks to the auctioneer and to all who 

donated, helped and attended – including the young folk whose help with the heavy lifting was very much 

appreciated. 

 

Bruce Davies, the singer, song-writer and guitarist from Fife, performed his ‘Songs for the Season’ CONCERT 

on Saturday 3 December in the Church Hall to an audience of around 60 members and other friends from the 

local area. Bruce included a wonderful selection of religious and secular Christmas songs and other winter 

songs, being careful to emphasise the importance of Christ in Christmas and that the birth of Jesus is the 

reason for the season. Bruce is a perfectionist and he gave us an evening of high class singing, guitar playing 
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and chat. Good fellowship was enjoyed by all and after deduction of expenses the evening allowed us to 

donate almost £115 to the New Life Home Trust for abandoned and HIV babies in Kenya. 

 

More recently many members and also friends from Belhelvie, Chapel of Garioch, Ellon and Foveran enjoyed 

our annual BURNS SUPPER in the Ythan Hotel on Friday 20 January. We had a full house this year, and it was 

great to see some of the young folk involved. The traditional supper was much appreciated, and all the 

speakers, singers and musicians were excellent – we are very fortunate to have so much talent in our midst. 

There was a great spirit of fellowship throughout the evening, as we met once again to remember Scotland’s 

national Bard. This year we are delighted that the evening also raised just under £230 for the New Life Home 

Trust – thanks to all who helped to make this possible. 

. 

Looking ahead:  

We are hoping to hold a SUPER SOUP LUNCH in the Church Hall, Newburgh on Saturday 28 April so please 

make a careful note of this date. The money raised from this event will be added to that raised from the house-

to-house collection in Foveran Parish during Christian Aid Week (13 – 19 May). This event is open to anyone 

in the local community (or beyond) and will be a great opportunity for a chat while raising money to help 

those less fortunate than ourselves. Further details will be on posters around our area and in the local press 

nearer the time. 

 

If you have suggestions for future social events we would be delighted to hear from you. We look forward to 

your continued support. 

Mary Smith (Social Convener) 

 Tel: 01358 74223 

 

Messy Church. Dates for Your Diary 

26th February 

25th March 

13th May 

24th June (A picnic will follow this event at Foveran Village park. All Welcome) 

We would like to welcome you all to come along for a time that you can get "Messy" with the rest of your 

family, and enjoy a time of informal worship. Messy Church is held in the Public Hall, Newburgh. Lunch 

follows on the Church Hall. We look forward to seeing you at one, or all of the above dates. 

The Messy Church Team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Formartine local policing is informed by 

understanding what communities need 

through consulting, listening, responding 

and providing feedback. We asked you 
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what our local priorities should be and in 

general terms, you told us the following 

were important to you. 

 

1. Anti Social Behaviour; 

You told us that antisocial behaviour in 

general but particularly around vandalism 

and antisocial driving were of concern. 

 

2. Speeding; 

You told us that you were concerned 

about speeding within your areas. This 

continues to be reflected across a great 

many of the communities throughout 

Formartine is raised with me by 

Community Councils, Elected Members 

and other partners. It is also raised at 

public consultation events held by the 

Formartine Community Planning Group. 

 

3. Community Focus; 

You told us that a visible police presence 

was important within communities to 

enhance community safety, well being, 

provide reassurance and seeking 

increased visibility in some of the smaller 

communities of Formartine. 

 

What we have done so far 

• On 2 November an officer from Ellon 

provided an input at the annual Parent 

Forum meeting at Ellon Academy to 

provide an overview to those present of 

the close working relationship that 

School staff, pupils and the Police have 

forged over the last few years. The 

input included information about parents 

responsibilities in terms of trying to 

ensure their children were not involved 

in anti social activities in the community. 

Positive comments were received at the 

meeting about the 'Midnight Football' 

events that have been promoted and 

run by the local Police and Community 

Learning and Development Staff in 

Ellon and were hailed as good 

examples of 'youth diversionary' 

activities. In addition, the 'Text A Cop' 

facility that exists at Ellon Academy was 

also praised. This facility allows pupils 

to text or call a mobile phone that is 

carried by a local officer who is well 

known to the pupils and staff at the 

school. A similar facility also exists at 

Turriff Academy. 
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• Operation Caine was launched in the 

late summer in Turriff to deter underage 

drinking, youth disorder and vandalism. 

This was a short term operation funded 

by the Community Safety Partnership 

and I am indebted to them for their 

assistance. Police Officers were 

deployed, both in plain clothes and in 

uniform, to carry out foot patrols in 

Turriff for the reasons mentioned above. 

During the course of the operation 

numerous young people in Turriff were 

spoken to. The majority of them were 

not, however involved in any anti social 

behaviour although a total of 48 cans of 

beer, 4 bottles of spirits and a small 

amount of cannabis resin were 

recovered. One young man was 

searched and found in possession of a 

knife. In addition, Licensed premises 

were also visited. 

 

• As referred to in the October update, 

one community in Formartine that had 

not been subject to speed enforcement 

was Cuminestown and, following a 

complaint from a resident that was sent 

to me by the local MP, speed checks 

were carried out in that community. It is 

pleasing to report that during the times 

that speed checks were carried out no 

drivers were detected travelling at a 

speed which justified action being 

taken. Several drivers were spoken to 

however as their speed was 

approaching the threshold whereby 

more formal action would be 

considered. Several members of the 

local Community approached my 

officers while there to thank them for 

their action. 

 

Steve Pratt. Local Policing Inspector. 

Ellon. 
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REGULAR EVENTS 
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NEWBURGH 

 

Newburgh Church Hall 

Sun. JUNIOR CHURCH 

 EXPLORERS  11am in the Church Hall 

 YOUTH FELLOWSHIP 11am in the Church Hall 

Contacts: 

Christine Mitchell 01358 789 487 

Donna Cruickshank 01358 789 688 

Mon. 10am. SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING 

 Contact: Christine Fordyce 789236 or 

 Jean Jones 789240 

 YOUTH FELLOWSHIP for 5th year and above 7.30pm in the 

 Church Hall 

Tue. BEAVERS. Contact Andrew Mitchell. 789487 

Wed. RAINBOWS. Contact Christine Mitchell 789487 

Thu. THE CORNER CAFÉ. Every Thursday morning 10am to noon. All welcome. 

 Contact: Marry Adams (01358) 789276 or Pam Millichip (01358) 789342 

   
63A Main Street, Newburgh 

 Mon:  
Rising 5’s 9.15. – 11.45 

Playgroup 1.00-3.30pm 

 Tue:  
Rising 5’s 8.45-11.15 

  Playgroup 11.30 – 2.00 

2’s Group 2.15 – 3.45 

Wed: 

Rising 5’s 9.15 – 11.45 

Playgroup 1.00 – 3.30 

 Thu. 
 Rising 5’s 8.45 – 11.15 

 Playgroup 11.30 – 2.00 
2’s Group 2.15 – 3.45 

Fri. 

Rising 5’s 9.15 – 11.45 
Playgroup 1.00 – 3.30 

 

 

Newburgh Public Hall 

 Secretary: Mrs Betty Wood (789269) 

 

Mon TAI KWANDO 6.00pm – 7.00pm 

Contact: Karl Watson (01358) 789174 

Mon NEWBURGH BABY & TODDLER GROUP 

9.30 – 11.30am. Please contact Gillian Birnie 788075 

Tue BADMINTON  9.00am – 11am 

 S.W.R.I. 1st Wednesday of the month at  

7.30pm .Contact: Rose Moroney (789353) 

Wed. YTHAN CRONIES CLUB  MEETS 1.30pm.  

 Contact: Moira McIntyre (789588) 

Thu BADMINTON 7.30 –10.00pm New members welcome. Open to adults 18 years and over. 

Contact: Flora Macdonald 01358 789169 

 CHILDREN’S DANCING CLASS 

 3.50pm – 6.50pm.  

Contact: Mrs Doherty (789492) 

Fri. TAI KWANDO 6 - 7pm. Contact: 

Karl Watson. 01358 789174 

Sat PUPPY TRAINING  (01358) 711273 

Sun BADMINTON 3.30 – 6.00pm Tina Kearney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newburgh Mathers Community Club in Newburgh Mathers School. 

Mon P7 BADMINTON  3.30-4.40pm (term time) 

Tue GIRLS NETBALL  for P6 & P7 (term time) 

3.30pm- 4.30pm 

BROWNIE GUIDES 6.00pm –7.45pm 

 For 7 – 10 year olds. 

 Contact: Annette Holland (722671)  
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 P6 BADMINTON  3.30-4.30pm (term time) 

 

UDNY STATION 

 

UDNY STATION COMMUNITY CENTRE. 

 

SUNDAY: SUNDAY NEWSPAPERS 10.00-11.30 

Udny Station Community Club 

Mon UDNY STATION PRE-SCHOOL & PLAYGROUP  9.30- 12  

Ring Playgroup during the playgroup time for more information. 07884 033316 

Website: www.udnystationplaygroup.co.uk  

Tue UDNY STATION PRE-SCHOOL & PLAYGROUP  9.30- 12 

CULTERCULLEN W.R.I. 

 Udny Station Community Centre  

 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm.  

Contact: Mrs M Milne (01651) 842967 

Wed UDNY STATION PRE-SCHOOL & PLAYGROUP  9.30- 12 

Ring Playgroup during above time for more information. 07884 033316 

2’S GROUP  from 10am – 11.30am. 

Thu UDNY STATION PRE-SCHOOL & PLAYGROUP  9.30- 12 

Fri UDNY STATION PRE-SCHOOL & PLAYGROUP  9.30- 12 Contact number 07884 033316 during playgroup time. 

ELLON 

Mon THE YTHAN SINGERS 7.30pm practice in Kirk 

Centre. The Singers are looking for male singers to join them. 

Contact: Anne Whalley 01358 789521 

Tue SWEDISH STYLE EXERCISE, Assembly Hall, 7.00pm. 

Contact: Moira McIntyre 01358 789588 or Peter Elrick: 01358 720953 

Wed FELLOWSHIP GROUPS Details from  

 St Mary-on-the-Rock (01358) 720366 

 

If there are any mistakes/changes, please ring 01358 742304 or email: 

j.jones110@btinternet.com 

 

 

 

 
 

FOVERAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

 

Tony Churcher, Briarlea, Cultercullen. AB41 6QQ  01651 842549 

Duncan Milne, 27 St Clair Wynd, Newburgh. AB41 6DZ  01358 789847 dandfmilne@btinternet.com 

Pat Begg, 11 Mavis Bank, Newburgh. AB41 6FB   01358 789513 

Anne Massie, 24 Red Inch Circle, Newburgh. AB41 6AW  01358 789322 

William Grant, Bank House, Udny Station. AB41 6QJ  01651 842791 

Kate Duncan       01651 843777 

Adrian Tuckwell, 2 Woodlea Gove, Udny Station  01651 842307 

Pauline Winslade, 24 Eider Road, Newburgh   01358 788922  pauline.winslade@btinternet.com 

   

          

Foveran Community Council Meetings take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm.  

All meetings begin at 7.30pm with Meeting Point when members of the public can bring issues to the attention of the 

Community Council. All meetings are open to the public and everyone is welcome. 

 

27 Jun – Newburgh Mathers School 

 

 

 

 

mailto:j.jones110@btinternet.com
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