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Foveran Community Council 
The Local Plan 

The trouble with the Local Plan is that there are too many fingers in the pie with the result that it is not really 

local. First of all it has to conform to government policy which tends to operate on grandiose estimates, 

particularly in such matter as housing. If you are looking forward to the number of houses to be needed by 

2020, for instance, there is absolutely no way the estimate can be correct. There are far too many variables and, 

in any case, governments of any hue, are not noted for guessing right. I am still haunted by the Parliament 

building estimates (you will recall it was £41 million, and not a penny more!) and it was completed for £410 

million of tax-payers money – ten times the estimate which was nothing more or less than a wild guess. 

 

This methodology puts great pressure on local councils when they draw up the Local Plans (which also have 

to meld in with the Strategic Plan for development corridors) and even when the Local Plan has been drawn 

up with prolonged and agonising local consultation, it has to go to the Scottish Government for approval – a 

word which, in this context means “messing about with” because no government can resist the temptation to 

meddle, even when it means, effectively, overturning the local democratic process. 

 

I had to go to Ellon Library to see the approved plan for Aberdeenshire and it is hundreds of pages long. For 

instance, Newburgh is on page 523! As far as I can make out, the results are as follows. 

 

Newburgh 

a) Site M. This is the site from the B9000 at Loanhead and running round the back of Redinch Circle. The 

original proposal by the developer was for 279 houses. The Draft Local Plan reduced the number to 

100. The Scottish Government Reporter reduced the number to 40 (20 in each phase of the Plan) at the 

northern part of the site i.e. the Loanhead/School Road end. The reason for this was “to respect local 

topography and not break the ridge line”. This left a shortage of 60 houses vis-à-vis the draft local plan 

and this deficiency would now be met by…… 

 

b) Site F48. This is the wedge-shaped area of land between Knockhall Road and the back of the houses in 

the up-hill part of St Clair Wynd. Although the full site is 26 hectares, only the five hectares at the 

southern end are allocated for up to 60 houses in two phases of 30. The problem here is access but, it 

seems, such difficulties can be overcome by “careful planning” which sounds like a pious hope, given 

the narrowness of Knockhall Road. 

 

Foveran Village 

Despite talk of very high numbers, as far as I can make out, the number of new houses is restricted to 50 

plus the carry-forward allocation and I have not been able to find out what the latter is. There is also an 

allocation of land (Site E1) for employment use. 

 

 
The first three houses under construction. 

 

Cultercullen 
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8 – 10 houses can be built on site F69. 

 

Udny Station 

Approval is given for the use of one hectare of land, “wrapping round the eastern end of the village” for 

employment use and up to 35 houses. 

 

Planning Permission 

It is important to remember that the Plan is not the end of the matter. Comments and objections can and 

should be made when the Planning Applications start to roll in. 

 

General 

Having devoted so much space to Planning, it only remains to say that several groups (gardens, gala, 

water sports etc) have been set up. I sorely miss the lack of interest in a tennis club, however. 

Speeding remains a universal problem in all the settlements, not just Newburgh and is horribly difficult to 

solve unless we bring back the death penalty for it, which is both unlikely and ironic because speeding and 

death on the roads are so closely linked. 

The Gallowshill Changing Rooms have received a building warrant. 

The Wind Turbine Committee have now made several grants to the schools, halls and community groups 

in land of the A90. 

 

The Butcher’s Bridge 

As a final thought, I would like to express the Community Council’s thanks to Ian Morris for all the hard 

work which he did to solve the problem of the bridge closure. Because of the pressure Ian created, the 

Aberdeenshire Council have agreed to carry out repairs which will allow the bridge to reopen in June. The 

long-term future for all three bridges remains to be assured, which is worrying. 

Duncan Milne 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 
   

j.jones110@btinternet.com 

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to this edition. Please may I have your contributions for the next 

Newsletter by the 15
th

 of August 2012. If you’d like me to include photos, they come out better if you send 

them separately as attachments. You can email your articles to me at the address below or send them by post to:  

 

Mrs Janet Jones 

South Minnes 

Newburgh 

Ellon.  

AB41 6BB.  

Tel: 01358 742304 

 

If you would like to advertise, please contact: 

Miss Margot Wright 

69 Main Street 

Newburgh. 

Ellon. 

AB41 6BL 

Tel. 01358 789011 

m.m.wright@abdn.ac.uk 

 

Please remember to include your name and full postal address when submitting an advertisement. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:j.jones110@btinternet.com
mailto:m.m.wright@abdn.ac.uk
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NEWBURGH 
 

Newburgh Childminders 

 

 
 

We held a CandleLite Party in April, at the Church Hall and raised an impressive £260. We owe a ‘thank you’ 

to our parents and friends who supported the event so well. We plan to use this for 2 ‘End of Term Beach 

Parties’ and 2 Christmas Parties.  

 

Our childminders continue to get the children outdoors as much as possible using what Newburgh has to 

offer. To this end we are also supporting efforts to get the ‘middle bridge’ reopened. 

 

We welcome our newest member, Heather Harper and the children she will be looking after. 

 

As always feel free to contact our Chairperson, Lorna Younge on 789422. 

Kirsty MacRae.    Newburgh Childminders 

 

 
 

 

Bus Services from 2nd July 2012 
 

Service 263 is unchanged but an early morning journey on Service 262 (0615 hrs ex Newburgh - Aberdeen (M-

F)) will be withdrawn. 

 

The nearest alternative is at 0605 hours ex Newburgh (M-F) (0510 hrs ex Peterhead - Aberdeen) (Service 261). 
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The 1800 hrs ex Peterhead - Aberdeen (Service 261) (M-F) will additionally serve Newburgh at 1855 hrs. 

 

 
I am hopeful that many people will have noticed the improvement in the areas along west side of Main Street 

and the Links Playgroup area.  Graham Waters has been the spearhead behind this giant task, along with 

others from the group.  Graham has an immense knowledge of plants and planting, and we are very grateful 

to have his guidance as we work to improve the community gardens. 

  

Our aim over the next months is to make the entrances into the village more attractive, help with the planting 

of the summer tubs, and plant bulbs in the autumn.  Therefore making it a “Nicer Newburgh” to be enjoyed 

by all who live in our community. 

 

Many thanks to Parkhill Garden Centre for the donation of a wheelbarrow.  It will be very useful and has 

already been put to good use.   

  

If you would like to join us in making this a reality, contact myself on 01358 789527.  We are always grateful to 

have extra hands, and it is very rewarding to see what can be achieved in a few hours. 

Agnes Kinloch 

 

The Ythan Cronies 

 
Since we started back after the New Year, we have had a Scottish Afternoon in January when we were 

entertained by the W.R.I which we all enjoyed. 

 

Then in February, Gordon Porter, one of our members, used his up-to-date film equipment to show us a 

glimpse of life in the 40s, 50s and 60s . It brought back memories of the music and adverts of the time. This 

was enjoyed by all, 

  

In March we had a sing-a-long when Rosemary made up a programme of songs old and new. Also in March 

we had a visit from Ian Bell who showed us slides of Aberdeen and the bridges over the Dee. Both were very 

entertaining. 

 

Gordon Skinner and Party entertained us at our Easter Tea which our members and guests enjoyed. 

 

An outing in May to Happy Plant in Mintlaw was a change and we are looking forward to a visit from Kate 

Duncan who is going to give us a talk on bee-keeping. 

 

Our annual trip in June will be to Elgin. 

Moira McIntyre. 
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Newburgh Thistle 

 
After a slow start the boys have had a decent season. With a record of played 28, won 13, drawn 6, lost 9, we 

ended up with 45 points, enough to see us finish in 6th place and gain promotion to the second division.  

 

Jamie Clark and I (co-managers) are delighted with the boys’ efforts this season and if we had shown a little 

bit more consistency a top 3 place would have been possible. Our main highlights this season came in the form 

of two extremely hard fought victories. We beat first division West End 2-0 in the North of Scotland cup and 

defeated top of the table GNA 4-3 in an epic encounter at Newburgh costing the opposition the league title.  

 

It is difficult to single out any individual for praise and therefore would like to thank the boys for their 

endeavours this season.  

 

Newburgh Thistle will be playing 2nd division football next season and although our main aim is to 

consolidate in the league, we will be trying our best to gain promotion again. 

 

 I hope we can continue to count on the support of the village of Newburgh as without some kind sponsors 

and locals supporting our fundraisers we would not have been able to donate £2500 towards the community 

pavilion that is going to be built soon. We have an excellent squad of players and committee and are extremely 

ambitious. If anyone would like to help the team out in any way, or join our committee, our AGM will be held 

in August and please get in contact at any time. We are always looking for new sponsors and support. 

 

You can get further information about the club by calling 01358/ 789369 or 789026 
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Onwards and upwards 

Stephen McPherson ( Newburgh Thistle) 

 

‘This Is What Makes Newburgh Special’ 

 
‘This Is What Makes Newburgh Special’ is a new mural which has recently been put up on a 

prominent wall of Newburgh Mathers School playground. It is the result of a community public art 

project that has taken place in Newburgh over the past two years. 

 

The school invited artist, Jane Bradford, who is herself a village resident and parent, into the school 

to work with all the pupils to create artwork based around the history of the village. Each pupil, from 

Nursery to P7, was involved and the resulting artwork included drawings, paintings and prints in a 

variety of media. Local academy pupils also took part in a printmaking workshop involving a trip to 

Peacock Printing Studio, and the local playgroup children contributed too. 

 

All the children’s artwork, which includes work about the shops that used to exist on Main Street 

(and the ones that still do), the boats that used to sail in and out of the Ythan estuary and the tank 

traps that are a feature of the beach, was then collaged together by Jane into a large-scale simplified 

map of Newburgh. This image was then digitally transferred onto weatherproof ceramic tiles and 

put up as a large permanent mural in the school playground. 

 

The cost of the project, which was considerable due to the relatively new and innovative process of 

digital transfer onto ceramics, has been met by generous donations from local businesses: Romar, 

Wilkie Engineering, Keith Watson Electricians; grants from local community funds: Mary Salmond 

Trust, Apache, Aberdeen Airport; and from arts funding administered by Aberdeenshire Council: 

Creative Scotland funding, Gordon Forum For the Arts, Planning Gain money for public art from 

developers. The mural was installed on the wall by local business MN Hamilton & Sons. 

 

The mural can be clearly seen from outside the school playground as well as inside and it is hoped it 

will be a colourful visual record of the village’s rich and varied history for the community to enjoy 

and be proud of. It will also serve as a permanent visual record of Newburgh’s history for present 

and future generations to talk about and learn from. 

 

Jane Bradford would like to thank Janet Jones for her book ‘A Portrait of the Parish of Foveran’ which 

inspired the mural and provided much of the history on which it is based. 
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The Middle Bridge or Butcher’s Bridge 

 
On inspection by Aberdeenshire Council, the decision was taken to close the bridge in November 

2011. This decision was taken because of the Council’s duty of care to the public i.e. users of the 

bridge. Apparently all the foot bridges to the Links became the responsibility of the Council some ten 

years ago.  

The bridge may have other names but I will use the one most commonly used at this time. 

The Butcher’s Bridge is some hundred years old and is in extremely poor condition. Corrosion has 

occurred in the metal lattice work for the hand rails and also in the steel work below the bridge 

which supports the concrete walkway.  

As you are aware, a meeting was held in the Public Hall regarding the condition of the bridge on 

April 17, 2012. This meeting was attended by about 120 residents of the village and by two 

representatives of Aberdeenshire Council and three councillors from the previous administration. 

Representing the village were Ian Morris (chairperson), Trevor James and Pauline Windslade, all 

members of a sub-committee set up by the Foveran Community Council. 

Discussion was held into why the bridge had been closed and what was to be done about it. 

It was stated that repairs would be expensive, figures in the region of £100,000 being quoted. 

Some at times heated discussion was carried out, but a unanimous decision was reached, that this 

bridge was too useful to be closed.  

Keith Newton, Formartine Area Manager, stated that the Council would undertake an interim 

solution in the short term, about two years, and also look into a longer term solution in due course.  
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Ian Morris, chairperson of the meeting, received an e-mail on April 27, 2012 agreeing an interim 

solution with an option to carry out longer term work at a later date. At the time of writing no further 

communication had been received. 

Charles M. Catto 17/05/2012 

 

 

 
NEWBURGH  WRI 

The ladies of Newburgh WRI were saddened to learn of the untimely death of former member, 

friend and colleague Mrs. Jenny Leicester. Jenny was a keen rural member and an enthusiastic 

supporter of the concert party.  She moved back to England some years ago but kept in touch 

through her sister Mrs. Isabel Smith. President of Newburgh WRI. Jenny will be remembered with 

affection. 

The centuries old practice of cheese making was the theme for the March meeting. Mr. Ian Wilson, 

General Manager of the Cambus O’ May Cheese Company explained the knack of traditional cheese 

making. Morsels of delicious cheese were available for sampling and larger pieces were offered for 

sale. The evening was a cheese lover’s delight. 
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March was also the month for the Ellon Group Show. Several members entered various competitions 

and all achieved success. Newburgh was narrowly beaten into second place in the Co-operative 

Entry. 

April is always the Business Meeting. A broad overview of the year’s events was reported. 

Mrs. Vi May, President of Longside WRI, conducted the business and presented the winning 

trophies. Congratulations to the worthy winners. 

Fullerton Rose Bowl (Most Points)   Mrs. Margaret Singer 

Millford House Cup (Runner-up)   Mrs. Margaret Buchan 

Millenium Quaich (Industrial)   Mrs. Margaret Singer 

Walker Cup (Flowers)    Mrs. Margaret Chandler 

Annie Middler Cup (Baking)    Mrs. Pearl Elrick 

Jubilee Jam Pot (Preserves)    Mrs Margaret Chandler 

While the new committee was sorting out the various positions, the members were entertained by 

Longside WRI. There was delightful, harmonious singing, haunting flute playing, a quiz and a very 

funny sketch focussing on the vagaries of Scottish pronunciation, plus a rendition of Burn’s Tae a 

Moose.  

The new committee is as follows: 

President   Mrs. Isabel Smith 

Vice President   Mrs. Anne Taylor 

Secretary         Mrs. Rose Moroney 

Treasurer   Mrs Betty Wood 

Press Secretary  Mrs. Kate Duncan 

Magazines   Mrs. Margaret Singer 

Competitions   Mrs. Margaret Chandler 

Raffles    Mrs. Sue Edwards 

Tea Convenors  Mrs. Margaret Buchan and Mrs. Jean Robertson 

In April, Mrs. Eunice Middler, a member of Cultercullen WRI enlightened us with the art of rag 

rugging i.e. making rugs from rags.  Recycling is at the forefront of everyone’s conscience and this 

ancient craft is experiencing a revival. Mrs. Middler brought along various samples of her work and 

gave members the opportunity to try rag rugging. 

A diverse programme has been arranged for the next 12 months. Topics include china painting, 

forensics, baking, antique buttons, a quiz and many more. 

Newburgh WRI meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. The meeting is 

open to members and visitors alike. For further information contact the secretary, Mrs. Rose Moroney 

on 01358 789353 

Kate Duncan. 

 

 

 

Road Safety in Newburgh 
 

 

Since the last newsletter the police and Councillor Merson have carried out an unmarked speed 

check on Main Street.  This took place beside the furthest north Eider Road junction between 2 and 

3pm on 1st March.  110 vehicles were checked with the bulk of them between 25 and 36 mph.  The 

highest speed recorded within this period was 41mph.  Councillor Merson concludes from this that 

there is not a speeding problem as the average speed is less than 30mph. 

http://www.allpark.co.uk/user/products/large/30-MPH.jpg
http://www.allpark.co.uk/user/products/large/30-MPH.jpg
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The official Aberdeenshire Council Traffic survey took place between 21st and 27th March and the 

number of vehicles checked was 16,665 with the number of vehicles travelling over 30mph bein 5,552 

– a total of 33%.  The method of analysis used by the council is beyond understanding as they totally 

exclude the top speeds recorded, even though some of these were in the high 50’s, and the figures 

again conclude that the average speed is 29mph.  They simply ignore the fact that 1 in 3 vehicles 

passing through our village is over the 30mph speed limit, a figure any one of us living in the village 

would have been able to fairly accurately estimate even before this campaign began.   

Every conversation I have had with councillors and members of the Road Traffic Department comes 

back to the same conclusion.  They will not re-act to anything other than these average figures – 

although a few have given acknowledgement that the method of analysis is unfair.  This leaves us 

with very few options for progress unless individuals in the village join in and use pester power to 

note and report on a much more frequent basis any instances of excessive speeding which we see.  

Some of the offenders actually live within our midst and we should at least be able to do something 

about these by noting and reporting on a regular basis.  I am assured by Inspector Pratt that these 

reports are taken seriously, so I call upon you all to help with this and make our village a safer place.  

I would also appreciate any suggestions from any of you on how we could take this forward. 

George Moir 

Forvie Gardens, Newburgh 
 

 

Newburgh-on-Ythan Golf Club 

 
Our Junior Section is alive again with Clubgolf having started on 22nd April. Thanks go to Brian Cumming and 

all his helpers for carrying out the Child Protection checks. We have at least seven coaches and there has been 

a lot of interest – partly due to our reduction in fees and free golf on our 6 hole course for the under 12s.  

 

We are back to the fortunate position we had a couple of years ago before the couple of bad winters where we 

have been open when other courses were closed. This has meant increased European visitors as well as locals. 

I would love to say to them it’s the same weather as our new neighbour’s course. 

 

There has been a big gorse clearance by volunteers (mostly seniors) on the 12th and around the clubhouse. This 

has upset the lower handicappers  but our average golfer plays off 18 and therefore we are catering for the 

majority. 

 

Beginners’ packages start from as little as £65 for adults on the 6 hole course. There is also the option now of £5 

for a month’s social membership. 

 

Martin has changed his menu and there is a new coffee machine. 

 

There are regular Quiz Nights now on a Friday in the middle of the month as well as the usual Bingo at the 

end of the month. 

 

Our teams have started to play their matches with the ladies having a 3-3 draw at home to Kemnay. Our 

Men’s Pennant Team rearranged their 1st match against Alford as I think they maybe didn’t fancy the weather. 

 

We have booked our annual outing for the 28th of July, the Saturday of the Ladies Open. This year we’re going 

to Forres. There will be full catering and two rounds of golf at a cost of £51 per head. We have 17 names 

already and there are only 7 spaces left. If we get the 24 we have booked and they all want to take the bus, this 

will be approx. £11 on top – but this figure will increase if the bus is not used. 
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At the time of writing this, Ross McKen has reached the second round of the Evening Express Champion of 

Champions. 

 

And finally, for those days when the weather is not perfect, 10 reasons from David Letterman why golf is still 

better than a certain indoor pastime played by some couples. 

10  Below par performance is considered damn good. 

9. You can stop in the middle and have a cheeseburger and a couple of beers. 

8. It’s much easier to find the sweet spot 

7. Foursomes are encouraged. 

6      You can still money doing it as a senior. 

5. Three times a day is possible. 

4.      Your partner doesn’t hire a lawyer if you               

   play with someone else. 

3.     If you live in Florida, you can do it almost     

               every day. 

       2.   You don’t have to cuddle with your partner 

             when you’re finished. 

       And the NUMBER ONE reason why golf is better than…. 

1. When your equipment gets old you can replace it. 

G.Lorimer. 
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Registered Charity # SC006790 Newburgh Playgroup 

Newburgh Playgroup, Rising 5’s and 2’s Group 

We are a Registered Charity 

 

Newburgh playgroup children enjoyed their Easter holidays and are now busy playing and learning together 

in our various groups. Themes for this session are Spring and Summer and our environment. 

With Spring upon us we are trying to get out and about more, as the weather permits. In addition to accessing 

the playgroup garden, where they have been planting seeds, and playing on their bikes and scooters and the 

other outdoor toys and equipment, we have also taken the children on some outings. The Rising 5’s went 

pond dipping at the Forvie Nature Reserve where they had fun finding things in the water and made 

miniature gardens.  The Playgroup children went by coach to Haddo estate where we had fun walking round 

together and ticking items off our list as we spotted them. Our theme was ‘things we might spot at Spring 

time’, such as buds, different types of flowers, and birds’ nests. We then spent some time having fun together 

in the playpark before having a lovely picnic. As you can imagine, we had some very sleepy children on the 

coach trip home. We will be taking the children for their summer outings in June , venues still have to 

finalised but we have some ideas in mind and welcome any suggestions from parents.  We also look forward 

to our annual sports day in June where our budding young athletes will be sure to impress us with their 

sporting prowess! 

 

In terms of fundraising, the May Fair is in preparation as I write and will no doubt be a success once again due 

to the dedication and hard work of our fundraisers and the support of the playgroup parents, the local 

childminders and the local community. Thank you all so much, your support is always appreciated. We held a 

Quiz Night/Disco on St Patricks Day in the Ythan Hotel and would like to thank all those who attended. We 

would like to thank the following for their contributions and support: the Ythan Hotel for hosting the event; 

Romar, Newburgh Post Office, Watson’s Butchers, Hoodles, Linsmoor Hotel, Inspiration, Connon Oils, 

Michael Duncan (Builders), and all our parents and friends of Newburgh Playgroup. Some of the questions 

were quite tricky but the brain boxes in the room soon came to light and demonstrated their knowledge. It was 

a great night and raised £400 which will be used to buy resources and pay for trips to enhance our group’s 

outdoor learning as part of the Curriculum for Excellence experience.  

 

We had Tempest Photography in to take group photos in May and the results are fantastic. Our final 

fundraiser of the year will be a sponsored obstacle race to be held in June sometime. As you all know, our 

playgroup relies heavily on funds generated by fundraising activities, to purchase equipment, materials and 

take the children out on trips.  We wouldn’t be able to enjoy such lovely facilities if it weren’t for the hard 

work of our fundraisers and the support we receive from our Community, so thank you all! 

Our yearly Inspection was held in March and we are delighted to say it was very positive. A copy of the final 

draft will be made available to parents and will also be on our website. 

Our AGM is to be held on Thursday 14th June at 8.00 pm at the Playgroup premises. We will review the work 

of the Playgroup this past year and plan/agree any changes for the coming year. We will also be electing a new 

committee. Please make the effort to come along if you have a child in one of our groups or have enrolled your 

 
NEWBURGH RISING 5’S 

PLAYGROUP AND 2’S GROUP 
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child for next session. We are always keen to get the views of the parents and will make every effort to take 

them on board in planning for the future. Also give some thought as to whether you could spare some time to 

join the committee for next year. 

 

Just as a reminder, our session times are: 

 

  2’s group Thursday 2.30 - 4.00 pm; 

  Playgroup Monday, Wednesday & Friday 1.00 – 3.30 pm, and 

    Tuesday & Thursday 11.30 am – 2.00 pm; 

  Rising 5’s Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9.15 – 11.45 am, and 

    Tuesday & Thursday 8.45 – 11.15 am 

 

Dates for your diary: 

 

  AGM  Thursday 14th June at 8 pm at Playgroup premises 

  Sports Day Friday 22nd June, Newburgh Mathers Primary School Playing Field 

 

Should you require any further information please telephone the playgroup (01358 789461) or contact us on e-

mail (newburgh.playgroup@ymail.com). 

 

Newburgh Playgroup Staff and Committee 

 

 
 

1St Newburgh Scout Group 
The boys are back and have been for some time. The boys concerned are the 1st Newburgh Scout 

Group which consists of a Beavers Colony and Cubs Pack. There had traditionally been Cubs in 

Newburgh in the past and even when I moved her some 12 years ago there was a Beaver Colony. Just 
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over three years ago I was asked by a couple of others, if I would be interested in helping reform the 

Cubs in Newburgh and that is how it came around. Five parents of boys got together and within a 

year thanks to some excellent support from the Gordon District Staff, we had a thriving Beaver 

Colony and in late 2009 we started a Cubs Pack as well. 

So what have we been doing quietly in the back ground for the last four years, although those who 

have seen us out on a Tuesday night might disagree with the quietly bit?  Well every Tuesday night 

the Beavers, from 6 pm and the Cubs, from 7:05pm meet in the Church Hall on Main Street, 

Newburgh and after that we go out of our way to have fun, get out and about, make noise and do 

our best at whatever we do. 

 
The group of Cubs pictured above went to Camp in 2011 at Haddo along with 65 or so other Cubs 

from across the Gordon District where we re-enacted the Battle of Harlaw on its Anniversary, no real 

blood was shed, but plenty of sword fighting, with the battle cries being heard across the whole park 

for the duration of the weekend. This year the Cubs are off to the Antarctic - for Antarctic read a 

campsite near Daviot- to re-enact the Race to the Pole. We along with the Daviot/Oldmeldrum Cubs 

will be recreating the race between the Norwegian Team and the British Team 100 years after Captain 

Scott’s fateful expedition. 

During the summer and autumn terms we try and spend as much time outside as possible and can 

be seen out in the village, learning, playing games and generally having fun. We are linked to the 

local church and keep regular contact with them; we attend on Founder’s Day and on other special 

occasions. 

Over the last three years we have seen 10 boys move on to the Scouts in Ellon having started as 

Beavers in Newburgh. The Cubs have seen five boys, (so far) gain their Cubs Scout Silver Award; this 

means they have completed all six of the Cubs Scout Challenge Badges while a member of the group.  

 
Chief Scouts Silver Award 
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We currently have in 18 Beavers and 14 Cubs who regularly attend our meetings, we are lucky 

enough to be supported by a small committee again of local people, 5 Adult Leaders and 1 Young 

Leader. 

We have been lucky enough not to have to turn away any young person who has wanted to join, but 

unfortunately we will lose at least one Cubs Leader this year, he has become involved with another 

project for the young people in the village. If you feel you can help us in anyway whether that be as 

an Adult Leader, Adult Helper, Young Leader or just someone with a bit of knowledge that could 

help the groups have fun, please contact any of the Leaders. Or if you are passing just pop your head 

round the door on a Tuesday night, it might be noisy, but we will be glad to see you. 

John McCluskey.  Group Scout Leader. 1st Newburgh Scout Group 
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FOVERAN 
Exhibition. 

 

 
 

In May, Buchan Heritage Society held an exhibition of a unique collection of photographs depicting farming 

life in the early years of the 20th century in Aberdeenshire. The photographs are the work of a remarkable man, 

James Morrison, who lived at Stoneyards in Balmedie.  

 

Taking his camera with him, Mr Morrison toured the countryside on his motorbike taking photographs of folk 

in the North-East – the orramen, ploughmen, cattlemen. He also appreciated the important role the working 

horse played in farm life. 
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CULTERCULLEN and UDNY STATION 
CULTERCULLEN W.R.I. 

 

The February meeting was held in Udny Station Community Centre and Mrs Barbara Reid presided. She 

welcomed Dr Martyn Gorman who gave a very informative talk on graveyards in Aberdeenshire. He 

explained all about grave-robbing in years gone by and all about the different symbols on old grave stones. 

 

After a lovely tea provided by Mrs Muriel Milne, Dr Gorman judged the competitions. The raffle was drawn 

and Mrs Barbara Reid dealt with the business. The Annual Outing was decided as well. We are going to 

Dunfermline in June. Mrs Barbara Reid then wished everyone a safe journey home. 

 

Flower of the Month 

1st Muriel Milne 

2nd Carol Ritchie 

3rd Moreen Alexander 

 

Boy’s Round Neck Jumper 

1st Moreen Alexander 

 

The April meeting was held in Udny Station Community Centre and Mrs Barbara Reid presided. After 

dealing with the business, Mrs Reid introduced the ladies from Balgownie W.R.I. who entertained us with 

beautiful singing and a very funny sketch and a quiz. They also counted the votes and arranged the 

Committee. After a lovely tea provided by Mrs Barbara Reid and Moreen Alexander, the raffle was drawn. 

Two ladies from Balgownie W.R.I. judged the competitions. 

 

Pasta Salad 

1st Carol Ritchie 

2nd Carol Hay 

3rd Moreen Alexander 

 

Flower of the Month 

1st Sheila Johnston 

2nd Carol Ritchie 

3rd Carol Hay 

 

 

 

The Committee is as follows: 

President:   Mrs Barbara Reid 

Secretary:  Mrs Muriel Milne 

Treasurer:  Mrs Sheila Johnston 

Press Secretary:          Mrs Elizabeth Webster  

Raffles:  Mrs Carol Ritchie 

Magazines:  Mrs Carol Hay 

 

Elizabeth Webster. Press Secretary. 
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Udny Station Pre-school and Playgroup 
I am writing this at the end of another year with activities still to come while reflecting on the busy 

time the children, parents and staff have had. 

The children have been busy baking, exploring, building, crafting and generally having fun while 

learning. We have created our own book about pirates. Every child added a part to the story and 

included their artwork to depict it. Visitors to the setting have enjoyed reading it and have been 

amazed at their understanding and knowledge about the subject. 

We have held a Quiz Night and Christmas Fayre (the next planned for September and November) 

with parents and family and friends making these some of our most successful fund raising events. 

Well done and thank you to all who helped or came along.  

A grant from Hill of Fiddes Community Fund has helped us to buy new storage units and these have 

helped to sort out our equipment making it more accessible to staff, parents and of course the 

children.  
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An outing to the Satrosphere is planned for May and then the Sport’s Day in June where the children 

hope to create some Olympic records. There will be medals to be won and of course we will have our 

own torch relay. 

At the moment we are talking about the Queen and her Diamond Jubilee. The children will be 

making bunting to decorate the hall, talking about the number 60 and taking the children’s ideas to 

help them to engage in their learning. To celebrate we will be having a picnic with the centre piece 

being a cake that the children will make and decorate to look like the Queen’s crown.  

We have 6 children leaving us to start school after the summer holidays and I would like to say that 

we will miss them all but know that they are ready for the challenges ahead. 

If anyone is after a place for their child we can be contacted each morning during term time on 

07884033316 or by email to playleader@udnystationplaygroup.co.uk and I shall get back to you. 

Suzanne Ogg 

Manager 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

A Walk on the Wildside 

mailto:playleader@udnystationplaygroup.co.uk
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Hello all, now be honest, how many of you were ‘dreaming of a white Easter’? Always a great topic of 

discussion: the dear old weather, and it never lets us down. Barbecues in March and snowball fights in April! 

We can always put the long johns back on, turn up the heating a notch, and find the winter weight downie in 

the airing cupboard, but the natural world has to cope, naturally. 

 

And coping it jolly well is, with spring flowers showing their dainty faces to the new season, some birds 

already feeding young, the geese and other winter visitors now back in their homeland, and queen bumble 

bees putting their leg-warmers on to stave off frostbite! There is so much to see and enjoy out there in the 

outside at this time of year, no excuse for anyone to go square eyed in front of the telly, oh no out you all go 

and marvel at the countryside and its natural occupants. 

 

Just as the winter visitors have departed, our summer influx of migrants has arrived or very soon will. As I 

write this in late April I have not seen any swallows yet but the terns will be looking for a spare path of sand 

on which to lay their eggs. I have a robin in my garden that is already busy feeding its first brood, and unlike 

the terns, it will try to produce more young later. The male eiders will be ‘ooing’ to their prospective mates in 

the estuary, while the much more common mallard may already have this years crop of ducklings ‘under their 

wing’. 

 

 

 
Male Eider 

 

Just as the bird life sets about producing new bird life, insects of all kinds will be replenishing their stocks in 

their own inimitable way. And just as we have birds migrating here for the summer, we likewise have insects 

following in their footsteps, well wing-beats actually, they do not ‘walk’ here. The lovely red admiral butterfly 

and its close relative the painted lady both make long distance flights to reach our shores. Both species may 

well flit into your garden in the next months, especially if you have some good flowers that provide fuel for 

their needs; types with lots of nectar such as dandelions are perfect!  

 

 

Then of course we have the plants themselves, oh boy what a treat at this period in the annual calendar, as the 

lovely spring blooms fade to allow early summer flowers to grace our countryside, well parts of our 

countryside. Primrose may still be hanging on in a few places but by now its close relative the superb cowslip 

is in full flower. If you know where to look there are some truly stunning wildflowers that show their best side 

at this time of year. Meadow saxifrage with its pristine white blooms, the dazzling bloody cranesbill aptly 

named with its blood-red flowers, and of course it is orchid time with northern marsh orchid being one of the 

most common to find. Yes, a real eye-opener time of year. 

 

The natural world and all of its machinations never fails to surprise and delight. The last time that I sat 

tapping away I mentioned the sudden appearance of two foxes on my lawn, now as I sit tapping away I have 
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just been gifted a sighing of a brown hare, followed by a superb roe buck! Well not followed as in following in 

its footsteps, following shortly after, who is a lucky duck then? Yes I know that I live where wildlife can come 

and go as it pleases, and indeed it does. A few days ago I was amazed to see a barn owl silently fly onto the 

top of my fruit cage. Note I said that I ‘saw’, and it was not through a set of image intensifiers, no the owl 

arrived about 19.30 on a bright sunny evening! What a super beastie, its back all golden flecks, and its eyes 

were like two small pieces of coal dropped into snow. It stayed in the garden for about half an hour and I was 

mesmerised. But 19.30? Surely owls are nocturnal and should be tucked up in bed until much later? Well the 

bird clearly has a brood of hungry owls somewhere and so has to hunt well outwith its normal period of 

activity. Mice. Rats, and even a frog will suffice for a meal to stuff down young throats. 

 

 
Roe buck 

No excuses for any of you to sit and relax, no out you all go and watch the wonders of nature parade before 

your very eyes. Me? Well I am going to sit and relax and watch the wonders of nature parade before my very 

eyes. Take care of yourselves and our wildlife until the next edition. Byeeee. 

Bob Davis - 19 June, 2012 
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Victorian Know-How 
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I knew spring had arrived too early in March, and we would probably pay for it in April. As I write this there 

are still the remnants of an amazing hail storm in my garden, from three days ago! Quite a lot of the early 

blossom has been damaged or even knocked off the bushes, and the daffodils are flattened. At the walled 

garden, the Wisteria trained over the front of the house was dripping in potential flowers, but I fear most of 

them have been damaged – I told it that it was far too early!  

 

At least there has been some form of precipitation though, as the soil was very dry in March when, apart from 

the de-yellowfying of my garden, I have been moving plants around from their over- crowded positions. I felt 

I was racing against the progress of Spring to get things moved before the buds burst, and my water butt was 

in desperate need of a top up. It’s now full, in fact I have put an extension pipe to a second one, and that is also 

full!  

 

The Victorians knew a thing or two about gardening. Most walled gardens were built on a south or west 

facing gentle slope. They usually had three walls surrounding them, but at the bottom of the slope would be a 

hedge, fence or low wall to allow the cold air out, hence avoiding a frost pocket at the bottom of the garden. 

The greenhouse was at the top against the south or west wall along with any trained fruit trees - the warmest 

part of the garden, and, as the walled gardens were mostly used for food production and the supply of cut 

flowers, the vegetables, soft fruit etc. would have been planted in rows running down the slope, to maximise 

the effect of the sun.  

 

The gardens showed off their full potential when the Victorian landowners wanted to impress their house 

guests, especially at the dinner table. We are so used to going to the supermarket and being able to buy 

virtually any fruit or vegetable from around the world, at almost any time of year, but these  were just not 

available, or some less exotic were - but only when in season. If one could serve a home grown pineapple or 

melon at the dinner table, it would certainly have impressed the guests. Hence the appearance of hotbeds, 

orangery, vinery, orchid houses and huge glass houses, all with the aim of producing a greater variety of 

produce, and they certainly managed that, with the help of heat. The hotbed was basically a thick layer of 

horse muck covered with a layer of straw, then soil and then a movable ‘cold frame’ like structure covering the 

plants. As the muck rotted down it gave off heat, the problem was that it was difficult to regulate the 

temperature and the muck could burn the plant roots. The pineapple house was really a similar, south facing, 

deeper, brick built, permanent structure with glass ‘lights’ (windows). The greater depth allowed for a thicker 

layer of soil covering the muck and the height allowed room for the pineapple to develop its fruit at the end of 

branch-like structures. 

 

 
A Victorian Kitchen Garden. 

 

The forcing of rhubarb was a common practice, by placing a large pot dome over the rhubarb root in early 

spring, shutting out the light one could force the sticks to grow quickly, producing tender stems much earlier. 

There would have been lots of rhubarb roots so this could be done in rotation, so as, not to weaken the plant.  
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Most glass houses supported a grape vine or two; also fig, peach and apricot were usually trained against the 

wall. We can now go to the garden centre and buy baby tomato, courgette, pepper or cucumber plants, but of 

course the Victorian gardener had to sow their plants, so, as the heat for the greenhouse was usually piped in 

from a neighbouring boiler house, the seed trays would be placed on benches above the pipe work to speed up 

germination. We can plug in a heat mat these days!  

These impressive gardens required a lot of man power and hours, but with cheap labour, a stable full of 

horses, therefore a steady supply of muck and pulling power, they supported a head gardener, an under 

gardener and several labourers. This team worked from dawn to dusk supplying the house with fruit, 

vegetables and cut flowers on a daily basis, and also tending the larger grounds, and gardens. 

 

 It was fashionable to have formal gardens, with clipped box hedging in parterre patterns, rose gardens, 

herbaceous borders, a fernery and if you were lucky a dell with a pond, stream and woodland planting. I 

shudder to think of the work involved! 
 

 
A Victorian formal Garden 

In an age of incredible industrial inventions, experimentation and exploration, there were great advances 

within the garden as well. The wealthy often supported the botanists on their explorations of foreign lands, 

and would vie with each other to have some new specimen planted in their gardens. In fact, had it not been 

for these entrepreneurs, we would not have the wonderful wealth of plants from foreign lands available to us 

nowadays, and we now take Rhododendron, Camellia and Magnolia, to name but a few, for granted. These 

great estates often boast magnificent Douglas fir, Cedar or Wellingtonia, now standing as huge trees, but 

grown from seed brought back from around the world over a century ago.   

 

I can certainly understand the benefit a southwest wall offers, as I have inherited a ten foot one as one of my 

boundaries, and it definitely reflects the heat back into the garden. Although I’m tempted to grow a peach 

against it, and a glass house, if only to dodge the April showers, would be lovely, I think not. I don’t think 

global warming has reached this far north - yet!!   Happy Gardening! 

Lesley Barnett. 
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Thomas Mitchell 

 
Thomas Mitchell has been written about by far more learned people than I; however he is a son of 

Newburgh so some recognition of his life in the Community Newsletter seems worthy. 

Thomas was born in Newburgh in 1832, the son of Thomas and Margaret Mitchell. His parents had a 

grocer and clothiers shop in the village for many years and are mentioned in census records from 

1851 – 1891.  Thomas was the eldest of ten, four boys and six girls. The family were a devout 

Christian family following the Methodist faith of John Wesley. There was at one time a Methodist 

church in Newburgh. 

Thomas would have attended school in Newburgh. The school was endowed by John Mather to 

encourage boys to be educated in subjects considered suitable for going to sea. 

As a boy growing up in Newburgh he would have seen and been influenced no doubt by the ships 

which sailed to and from Newburgh laden with goods such as coal and fertiliser.  He would have 

heard heady stories, from crew members and also from other mariners in the family, of distant ports 

and lands unimaginable for a young lad at that time.   

After schooling he was apprenticed to a Newburgh registered schooner “Falcon” at the age of 

fourteen. This ship owned by Alexander Falconer of Logie Buchan, was used on the coastal trade 

between Newburgh and the north of England port of  

 

Sunderland, but may well have sailed to London as well as to Baltic ports. It is said that this gave 

young lads an opportunity to find out if this was the career for them. Thomas obviously thrived at it 

for he gained his mate’s certificate at the age of nineteen in 1851. He moved to join The Aberdeen 

White Star line in 1852, a company under the direction of a local entrepreneur Mr George Thompson.  

He joined the wood built ship “John Bunyan”, termed a clipper, as an able-bodied seaman. This was 

to take him to another level of attainment sailing to the Far East ports of China such as Canton and 

Shanghai. Indeed it is recorded that the “John Bunyan” sailed from Shanghai to Aberdeen in ninety 

nine days while “overloaded” by some 250 tons. Bearing in mind that this was around the southern 

tip of South Africa and with a supposed gross tonnage of 470 tons for the ship, this was no mean 

achievement. Due credit must be given to the master John Thomson and crew but also to the 

shipbuilder’s quality of work in this case Walter Hood & Co of Aberdeen. Although indicating an 

overloaded weight this may not be so since gross tonnage may have been calculated for the volume 

available and not the actual weight the ship was thought capable of carrying. Good care in loading 

the cargo into the ship was needed to get the best balance for sailing. These were skilled men 

working for a company which was highly regarded for its competency. Whilst serving on this ship it 

appears that Thomas progressed to the position of mate. 

Thomas’ potential had been realised and his movement up the ranks was swift. His next ship was the 

“Omar Pasha”, launched in 1854, a larger ship being registered at 1279 tons. This clipper was 

employed in the China and Australian trade. She was captained by the same captain as the “John 

Bunyan” who took on Thomas as first mate.  
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An interesting note recorded at the time was that the ship carried gold from the Australian gold 

mines, some 2260 ounces of gold dust. And £1000 of gold sovereigns a total value of £10,040.  At a 

later date the ship was to carry some £71,272 worth of Australian gold. Imagine what that would be 

in present day terms.  

Of course not all of the cargos were as precious as this. More mundane items would have included 

wool, tallow, minerals and from China amongst other items, tea and silk. A ships manifest of cargo 

taken out to Australia indicates much that would be needed to establish the living conditions in the 

new colony. Food items; such as herring and oat meal: clothing, paint, earthenware, various strong 

liquors such as rum, sherry and whisky, and also building materials and tools.  

At the age of twenty five Thomas gained his first captaincy after sitting an examination to gain his 

Masters certificate, whereupon he took command of “Phoenician” another ship built by Walter Hood 

& Co. Thomas captained this ship on two trips to Australia to the port of Sydney. The “Phoenician” 

had earlier gained a reputation as a fast ship under the command of Captain Hugh Sproat who had 

shares in the ownership of the ship. Thomas was to continue this trend of fast but safe passages to 

Australia. It was indeed a great responsibility for the captain. Reputations were made on getting 

cargos and passengers to and from their destination of, at that time, the Australian colony, safely and 

expeditiously for the benefit of the company. Men’s lives were at risk with all the unknowns the sea 

could throw at them. The “Phoenician” had a crew of some twenty two persons all of whom had to 

fulfil their role in getting the ship to work with the wind dependant sailing. Thomas took this ship to 

Sydney twice. He then took command of the ship “Transatlantic, a newer ship, which initially had 

been used by the company to take passengers to Quebec in Canada. On the his trip on her, he sailed 

home via Calleo in Peru to load with guano a form of fertiliser, which was used extensively during 

farming improvements of that era.  

In 1861 he was given command of a brand new ship the “Queen of Nations” on which he served for 

some seven years, and may have been his best loved ship. He was certainly now a captain of some 

repute. The “Queen of Nations” left London and took eighty five days to travel to Sydney on her 

maiden voyage, a more than reasonable time bearing in mind that the ships ways had to be learnt so 

that she would perform at her best. 

On his return to Aberdeen Thomas married Mary Elizabeth Alexander the daughter and 

granddaughter of sea captains. Mary was to accompany Thomas frequently on his voyages to China 

and Australia. They had four of a family, three sons and a daughter. One of the sons, George Bennet 

Mitchell was born at sea. Another son Thomas A Mitchell became a ship’s captain, following in his 

father’s footsteps, working mainly in the Far East.  

Thomas Mitchell also gained a reputation as an amateur marine biologist collecting specimens of sea 

life, and also recording weather and sea conditions, for which he had received a set of meteorological 

instruments from Vice Admiral Fitzroy, the captain of Darwin’s “Beagle” and a pioneering 

meteorologist.  His biology specimens, carefully preserved were taken back to Aberdeen to his 

friends in the Aberdeen Microscopial Society. A society of educated men of the time: many of whom 

were academics. 

Thomas had seven successful years as master of the “Queen of Nations”. Along with George 

Thompson and others, Thomas was part owner of the ship.  

On his return to Aberdeen in late 1868, Thomas was given the task of commissioning his next ship 

“The Centurion” again from the yard of Thomas Hood & Co. The ship was launched in April 1869.  

She left London in late June 1869 and despite an inadequate performance in the first half of the 

voyage, by Thomas’ standards, the ship performed well in the later stages, arriving in Sydney in 

seventy five days pilot to pilot. Possibly not the performance expected but during a settling down 

trip much had to be learnt of how the new ship would perform. The distance run being 15,084 miles: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meteorology
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at an average distance of 201½ miles per day. Voyage times vary depending on which reference used. 

Basil Lubbock in “The Colonial Clippers states that the “Centurion” sailed to Melbourne in sixty nine 

days making 360, 348 and 356 miles in three successive days during her easting. The distances quoted 

are in nautical miles, which is about 1.15 land miles. Mr Lubbock states that he was unable to confirm 

these runs. However the “Centurion” was never as fast as her sister ship “Thermopylae” although 

her speed was commendable when compared with other ships of her class.   

After this maiden voyage Thomas returned to Australia once more on “Centurion” with his family. 

On the return journey in December 1870 he died at the age of thirty eight of a stroke about 75 days 

into the voyage. His body was embalmed by the sailors and placed in a coffin to be returned for 

burial in the cemetery in Inch Road, Newburgh. 

Thomas Mitchell was a successful man, learning his trade well and having a career spanning over 

two decades. He sailed in ships, of a totally different calibre to modern ships, with only basic 

instrumentation, depending on his knowledge and ability to get the best out his crews, the sea and 

the weather. He lost no ships under his command. He was in essence a man who sailed near the end 

of the era of sail, for it was now the time when steam engines came to the fore and dependence on the 

wind was not therefore so necessary.   

Charles M. Catto 
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CANCER,  

DON’T GET SCARED, GET CHECKED. 
 

If you’re worried about cancer, the best person to 
speak to is your doctor.  It could be nothing, but 
it’s better to be safe than sorry and, outcomes are 
much better these days.  In fact, twice as many 
people survive cancer compared to 30 years ago. 

 

Whatever you do, don’t worry that you might be 
wasting your doctor’s time.  They want to see you.  
All you have to do is make an appointment. 

A FEW SIGNS TO LOOK OUT FOR. 

 A new lump which appears or gets bigger, in the breasts, testicles or anywhere else. 

 A sore that doesn’t heal up – in the mouth, throat or skin 

 A mole that changes shape, size or colour 

 Any growth that appears on the skin and continues to grow 

 Coughing up blood, or blood in the urine or mixed through stools 

 Things that refuse to clear up, like a cough that never goes away, or a pain somewhere that won’t settle 

 A change in pattern of going to the toilet  

 Unexpected weight loss (that’s not because you’ve been on a diet) 
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Please remember that these symptoms don’t necessarily mean you’ve got cancer.  But they could indicate that 
something else is wrong.  So, it’s still important that you talk to your doctor anyway. 

 

Don’t just rely on screening, although it is important, you should still check yourself regularly and keep an eye out for 
any of the above changes in your body. 

 

For more information on signs or symptoms and signposting to local cancer support organisations contact your local 
NHS Grampian healthpoint, call the free healthline on 0500 20 20 30 or log into nhsinform.co.uk 
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Saint Mary-on-the Rock 

Mexico – Rebuild 2012. 

 

A team of four youngsters (with their leader Sarah Goodyear) left Ellon early on Saturday 31st March 

as part of a group from around the United Kingdom bound for Mexico as part of the Urban Saints 

and Amor Industries project ‘Rebuild’ where, with their leaders they were to build a house for a 

family who are living in extreme poverty.  Chloe, Mairi, Matthew and Michael all made a 

tremendous effort to raise the required £6000 that it cost for them to be part of this project and now 

they are back, have some very exiting experiences to share.  Starting with the long flight to San 

Diego, then a bus journey to the Mexican border, they had a day of acclimatisation (and setting up 

camp) before setting to work to provide a secure house for a family in 7 days.  

 

 

The first thing was to complete the foundations, which unfortunately overran to the beginning of the 

following day.  This was followed by the making of the timber frames for the house, with another for 

the divide for the interior.  By the start of day 5, the frames had been erected and the roof on!  The 

final touches were to cover the frames with a felt type material, with chicken wire outer before 

applying a stucco render to finish the job.  A locking door and windows were added before the very 

grateful family were presented with the keys and they could move in.  A total of six houses were 

built by the youngsters.  It must be mentioned that for the whole time there, not only did they have 

to forgo the usual comforts of a warm bed and running water (a shower was a bag that was filled in 

the morning and left in the sun to warm up for use in the evening when work was completed), but 

they also had to leave ALL technology behind!  No wonder that the final communication we had 
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(short texts only allowed) was that they had safely crossed the border and were sitting in McDonalds 

in San Diego! 

 

The Mothers’ Union 

The Mothers’ Union have once again held a service to which the members of the Ellon Resource 

Centre were invited.  A very special afternoon when after the service in church with hymns that are 

loved and joyfully joined in by the guests, everyone moves into the hall for tea and cakes.  A special 

day this time as it was one of the guest’s birthday and a special cake was given to for him. 

Now that Easter has come and gone, we look forward to the summer (or have we missed it already?) 

Sunday 27th May is Pentecost.  The day marks the coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples and 

empowering them to be the church – to be Christ in the world; leading and guiding them and us into 

God’s will.  And on many occasions leading individuals in new, challenging and reforming 

directions, sometimes contrary to the will of the majority! 

Create! 

Finally we should note a new venture that seems to have captured the imagination of many.  You 

may have already seen posters springing up advertising ‘Create!’.  A social, hobby and craft group 

that is open to all, an opportunity to meet other over a cup of tea and share your hobby (even to learn 

a new one!).  Meeting in St Mary’s Hall on the first Wednesday of the month between 1 & 3 pm and 

on the third Wednesday of the month from 7.30 – 9.30 pm., Create! is open to both men & women, so 

whether your hobby is art-based, needlecraft, paper-craft, jewellery making, calligraphy, 

marquetry,………or something else, bring it along and Create! 

 

Our usual weekly services are:  

 Sundays: 08.30 a.m. Early said Eucharist      11.00 a.m.   The 

Eucharist (with hymns & sermon)  

Wednesday: 10.00 a.m Holy Communion in St Mary’s Hall 

  

Details of other services and events may be found by either calling the parish office on 01358 720366 

or by visiting our website:  www.stmarystjames.org.uk 

 

http://www.stmarystjames.org.uk/
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Gordon District Friends of CHAS 

 

Since we last reported, the CHAS at Home Service in Aberdeen have been very busy.  From the initial few 

families that were supported, there are now 20 families who receive help as required from the small team.  

After a ‘normally’ quiet start to the year, Gordon District Friends of CHAS are gearing up for, yet again a busy 

summer. 

First item on the agenda will be the annual Ellon Gala on Sunday 3rd June to be followed on Sunday 10th June 

by the annual opening of Esslemont Gardens when we have always tried to have a presence.  The gardens 

themselves are rather special and it is well worth making the short journey to have this ‘once a year’ 

opportunity, as well as visiting the many stalls that will be available. 

You should also be reminded of the Ladies Lunch being held at Haddo House on Thursday 7th June.   Some 

tickets may still be available, so if you are considering it, please contact Sue Barrett on 01358 789703 without 

delay. 

Another note for the diary is the annual dance to be held in the Station Hotel, Ellon on Saturday 8th September.  

I know that it is a long way off – but diaries do tend get filled quickly and you can be assured of very good 

evening.  Once again we have secured the services of FEEVA (Scotland’s top female tribute act). Details will be 

posted nearer the date.  

If you would like more information the groups activities you can request information by emailing 

chas.gdf@gmail.com or by contacting the Aberdeen fundraising office at 95 Rosemount Place, Aberdeen on 

telephone 01224 645000 or email aberdeen@chas.org.uk  

 

 
Church of Scotland 

Foveran Parish Church 

Minister: Rev W Kenneth Pryde DA BD RIBA ARIAS 

The Manse, Foveran, Ellon, AB41 6AP   

01358  789288   wkpryde@hotmail.com   SC No. SC011701 

Website: www.fpchurch.co.uk 

Our vision is to be a church  

which inspires people  

with the Good News  

of Jesus Christ  

through our enthusiasm, worship, witness, nurture and service 

 

As I write there is great rejoicing among Manchester City fans after their team won the English Premier League 

title for the first time in 44 years.  Now I‘m sure many of you know that I’m not a football fan yet even I 

couldn’t fail to be moved and excited by the closing minutes of the game as the players battled to win the title 

and the trophy.  All the while the mood of the fans swung between elation and despair as their hopes of 

winning ebbed and flowed.   

 

For the fans their earlier hopes of victory seemed doomed as the match entered stoppage time with City 2-1 

down to Queens Park Rangers in a match they had to win to secure the cup.  The tension was palpable, even 

for those of us unable to follow the match because we don’t have Sky Sports TV.  We shared their despair, 

frustration and despondency as we watched their hopes slowly fade and die.  Everyone thought it was all over. 

 

mailto:chas.gdf@gmail.com
mailto:aberdeen@chas.org.uk
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The ignominy and inevitability of defeat began to set in among the City crowd.  All seemed lost and many fans 

left the stadium in despair, hope gone, only to realise too late that their team was fighting back with an 

equaliser!  In the end a last-gasp goal secured their all too elusive win and the town was painted blue, in a 

manner of speaking!   

 

Two goals in 125 seconds!  Who would have believed that possible!  Some called it nothing short of a miracle.  

This was the stuff of ‘Roy of the Rovers,’ whom men of a certain age will remember was wont to rescue his 

team in similarly dramatic, nail-biting ways.  So it was that history was made and Manchester City fans will 

have their well-deserved days of glory.   

 

Although these dramas are often played out in fiction they are all too rare in actual life and that got me 

thinking of the Easter story and the beginning of the Church, for these events too have parallels with the 

‘despair turned to hope and joy’ story of Manchester City’s win. 

 

Jesus had been with his followers for some three years but his cruel death on a criminal’s cross seemed to end 

their hopes and dreams.  In the closing hours of his life many of them deserted him believing that it was all 

over for both him and them.  In fear they hid from the authorities in case the same punishment would be 

meted out to them. For them all hope had gone. 

 

They reckoned of course without God’s intervention.  In an undreamt of way He resurrected Jesus from the 

dead in a miracle so great that it proved to be the turning point of human history.  Victory over death was won 

by the resurrection of Jesus with the promise that all who place their trust, their faith in him will have the gift 

of eternal life in his company. 

 

Armed with that assurance and with the joy of meeting with him after his resurrection, Jesus’ followers went 

on in the power of his Holy Spirit to carry that good news to the then-known world. Others continued where 

they left off and the Christian faith became a civilising influence in a cruel and heartless world. 

 

T R Glover in his book The Jesus of History, wrote that the victory of the Christian church is one of the wonders 

of history. How did the Church do it?  It did it, he said, because it was made up of people who ‘out-lived’, ‘out-

died’, and ‘out-thought’ the pagan people who surrounded them.  Why was that?   Because they believed in 

their heart of hearts, knew in their souls, that Jesus was the Christ and that their futures were assured through 

his death and resurrection.  Because he rose to life, eternal life with him was theirs. 

 

So it is that Christian values have established the legal, moral and ethical framework of much of the world and 

although these values are often challenged they themselves remain undiluted, for they are founded on the 

wisdom of the God who created us and on the teachings of His Son, Jesus Christ whom He raised from death. 

 

Equipped only with the love and teachings of Jesus, Christians have changed the world for the better and have 

brought hope to countless situations of despair.  It is the task, calling and challenge of Christians in all ages to 

continue to do so as we seek to share the joy and hope of the Christian message with those around us. 

 

Sincerely, 

Kenneth 

 

Foveran Parish Church 
 
SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
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In response to an initiative from Chrisian Aid to Bowl Over Poverty, we decided this year to hold a 

SUPER SOUP LUNCH in the Church Hall on Saturday 28 April – this took the place of the tea party 

or coffee morning held in recent years. There were five delicious soups on offer, and those who 

attended enjoyed a friendly lunch and also a chance to buy home-bakes and Traidcraft and Fairtrade 

goods from the stalls. Thank you to everyone who supported this event in any way and so helped to 

raise £216.78 for Christian Aid. An additional £146.75 was handed over to Anne Aspden for sales 

from the Traidcraft/Fair-trade stall. 

 

Looking Ahead: 

We hope to arrange a WALK TO FORVIE KIRK early in September, and also to hold a HARVEST 

CEILIDH DANCE (with music from The Ythan Fiddlers) on Friday 5 October. 

Late November (date to be decided) will be time for the ANNUAL ROUP – please keep this in mind 

over the summer as we shall later be requesting donations of items for the auction and also of books, 

toys and bric-a-brac for the stalls. Please hold on to any unwanted items – let us know if you need 

them to be collected in advance out of your way. We very much appreciate the help and support we 

receive from the local community for this event. 

 

Thank-you – and we look forward to your continued support later in the year. 

 

Mary Smith 

(Social Convener) 

Tel: 01358 742234 
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FOVERAN COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

 

Tony Churcher, Briarlea, Cultercullen. AB41 6QQ  01651 842549 

Duncan Milne, 27 St Clair Wynd, Newburgh. AB41 6DZ 01358 789847 dandfmilne@btinternet.com 

Pat Begg, 11 Mavis Bank, Newburgh. AB41 6FB   01358 789513 

Anne Massie, 24 Red Inch Circle, Newburgh. AB41 6AW 01358 789322 

William Grant, Bank House, Udny Station. AB41 6QJ  01651 842791 

Kate Duncan       01651 843777 

Adrian Tuckwell, 2 Woodlea Gove, Udny Station     adrian.tuckwell@gmail.com 

Pauline Winslade, 24 Eider Road, Newburgh   01358 788922  pauline.winslade@btinternet.com 

   

          

Foveran Community Council Meetings take place on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 7.30pm.  

All meetings begin at 7.30pm with Meeting Point when members of the public can bring issues to the attention of the 

Community Council. All meetings are open to the public and everyone is welcome. 

 

27 Jun – Newburgh Mathers School 
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